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2026 Pennsylvania Statistical Poster Competition Winners 
 

The Mathematics Department at Saint Francis University is pleased to announce the winners of 
the 2026 Pennsylvania Statistics Poster Competition. The annual state competition is in its thirtieth 
year overall and coordinated for the eighteenth year by Saint Francis University. Cash awards of $96 
for first place, $72 for second place, $48 for third place, and $24 for fourth place in each of four grade 
levels are awarded to the students who submitted winning posters.  External financial support is 
provided by several regional and state professional organizations, including the Pennsylvania Council 
of Teachers of Mathematics, Mathematics Council of Western Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh Chapter of the 
American Statistical Association, Philadelphia Chapter of the American Statistical Association, and 
Association of Teachers of Mathematics of Philadelphia and Vicinity. A statistics poster is a display 
containing two or more related graphics that summarize a set of data, looks at the data from different 
points of view, and answers specific questions about the data. The 240 posters submitted electronically 
included 43 in the K-3 grade category, 51 in the 4-6 grade category, 21 in the 7-9 grade category, and 
125 in the 10-12 grade category. These 240 posters were submitted from a total of 453 students! 
Judging for the state competition was held in April 2026. Winning posters were then submitted to the 
Data Visualization Poster Competition, which is coordinated by the American Statistical Association. 
Congratulations to all the students who created and submitted the winning and honorable mention 
posters, and to the teachers, parents and mentors who guided the students.   
 

 
Grades K-3 Winning Posters 2026 

 
First Place: Mackenzie Mock, The Dog Tracker, Rydal Elementary School, Teacher: Pamela DaSilva 
Second Place: Rami Aldouri, Dive into Platypus Facts with Me! Rydal Elementary School, Teacher: 
Pamela DaSilva  
Third Place: Skylar Gaumer, Teacher Subjects! Lorane Elementary School, Teacher: Kathy Walker 
Fourth Place: Iona Johnston, Where’s Waldo? Rydal Elementary School, Teacher: Pamela DaSilva  
Top Honorable Mention: Leslie Kuo, Estimate!!, Rydal Elementary School, Teacher: Pamela 
DaSilva 
Honorable Mention: Luke Feeney, Let’s Bounce, Rydal Elementary School, Teacher: Pamela DaSilva 
Honorable Mention: Noah Clark, Bunches of Boats, Jacksonwald Elementary School, Teacher: Kathy 
Walker 
Honorable Mention: Leonardo Noto, Sports Within Us, Rydal Elementary School, Teacher: Pamela 
DaSilva  
Honorable Mention: Richard Kaylor and Greyson Miller, Soda Battles, Owatin Creek Elementary 
School, Teacher: Kathy Walker 
Honorable Mention: Nova Bryant, The Green Race, Rydal Elementary School, Teacher: Pamela 
DaSilva 
Honorable Mention: Conor Chin, What Fruit Expires the Fastest?, Rydal Elementary School, 
Teacher: Pamela DaSilva 
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Honorable Mention: Miles Schwartz, Music to My Ears, Rydal Elementary School, Teacher: Pamela 
DaSilva  
Honorable Mention: Nutsa Tsuladze, School Opportunities in the Spotlight, Rydal Elementary 
School, Teacher: Pamela DaSilva 
Honorable Mention: Chloe Curylo, Super Seals, Lorane Elementary School, Teacher: Kathy Walker  
Honorable Mention: Sara Eldredge and Lillian Thomas, Balloon Blast, Jacksonwald Elementary 
School, Teacher: Kathy Walker 
Honorable Mention: Charlotte Reichert and Daniela Garibian, The Ice Race, Rydal Elementary 
School, Teacher: Pamela DaSilva  
Honorable Mention: Ethan Shipman and Domonic Lacovitch, Colors, James Burd Elementary 
School, Teacher: Amanda Kirkpatrick 
 
 

Grades 4-6 Winning Posters 2026 
 
First Place: Paul John Shotto, Charles Shotto and Walter Shotto, The Strength of an Electromagnet, 
Cooper Beech Elementary School, Parent: Jennifer Shotto 
Second Place: Luke Jones, Which of These Teams Will Win March Madness? Grace B Luhrs 
Elementary School, Teacher: Amanda Kirkpatrick 
Third Place: Risu Rima, Lilianna Landeras, Lilliana Gaither and Rylee Gaither, Do More People 
Read Books or Play Video Games? Shippensburg Area Intermediate School, Teacher: Amanda 
Kirkpatrick  
Fourth Place: Brandon Francisco, UGH! I’m So Stressed Out With School! Shippensburg Area 
Intermediate School, Teacher: Amanda Kirkpatrick  
Top Honorable Mention: Rohan Pulvino, Dirty Floors, Rydal Elementary School, Teacher: Pamela 
DaSilva 
Honorable Mention: Abigail McDonald and Calder Jacob,  Fa-La-La Olympic Sports, Willow Hill 
Elementary School, Teacher: Tamika Ford 
Honorable Mention: Nicoise Jachnicki, Colors Combine: Which Substance Blends the Fastest? Rydal 
Elementary School, Teacher: Pamela DaSilva  
Honorable Mention: Akshat Saxena, Does Color Affect Solar Panel Output? Kathryn D. Markley 
Elementary School, Parent: Aashish Saxena 
Honorable Mention: Valerie Pelusi, Hooked on Data, Rydal Elementary School, Teacher: Pamela 
DaSilva 
Honorable Mention: Valentina Garibian, Liquid vs Ice: The Melting Showdown, Rydal Elementary 
School, Teacher: Pamela DaSilva 
Honorable Mention: Tiana Tran and Willa Ramsdell, Successful Series, Roslyn Elementary School, 
Teacher: Andrea Richards 
Honorable Mention: Kayleigh Houser, Which Flower Wins the Ultimate Survival Test Without 
Water? Rydal Elementary School, Teacher: Pamela DaSilva  
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Honorable Mention: Bryce O’Donnell, Playing Favorites, Rydal Elementary School, Teacher: 
Pamela DaSilva 
Honorable Mention: Brian Trujilo, Liquid vs Plants: How do Different Liquids Affect Plants? Rydal 
Elementary School, Teacher: Pamela DaSilva 
Honorable Mention: Lilith Salomone, Backyard Birds in Roslyn PA, Roslyn Elementary School, 
Teacher: Andrea Richards 

 
Grades 7-9 Winning Posters 2026 

 
First Place: Isaac Freeman, Fruit to Distribute, Abington Middle School, Teacher: Pamela DaSilva  
Second Place: Brock Wharton, Engineering the Aortic Valve: The Science of 3D Bioprinting, Cambria 
Heights High School, Parent: Lauren Wharton 
Third Place: Ryan Schultz, The Material Mind, Abington Middle School, Teacher: Pamela DaSilva 
Fourth Place: Alessandra Garibian, Life After the Last Bell, Abington Middle School, Teacher: 
Pamela DaSilva 
Top Honorable Mention: Stanley Coryell, Music – Sounds or Serenity? Abington Middle School, 
Teacher: Pamela DaSilva 
 

Grades 10-12 Winning Posters 2026 
 
First Place: Ava Heidenreich, Evelyn Smith, Lilian Cramer and Wellsley Miracle, Game Time vs 
Bedtime: Do Athletes Lose Sleep? Mt. Lebanon High School, Teacher: Heather Pessy 
Second Place: MJ Gill, Reese Hughes, Aaron Henck and Eli Kypriotis, How Cold is Too Cold? Mt. 
Lebanon High School, Teacher: Heather Pessy 
Third Place: Aarush Dutta, Density & Dollars, Mt. Lebanon High School, Teacher: Heather Pessy 
Fourth Place: Haylee Heasley and Casey Brancato, Late to Class, Lose your Pass! Burrell High 
School, Teacher: Meaghan Volek 
Top Honorable Mention: Alex Fu, Gui Maeta and Jerry Yu, Practice Makes Perfect Grades, Mt. 
Lebanon High School, Teacher: Heather Pessy  
Honorable Mention: Olivia Bartley and Olivia Palguta, When Does the Workload Become Too 
Heavy? Hollidaysburg Area Senior High School, Teacher: Madeline Grenfell 
Honorable Mention: Grayson Beck, Whitaker Patriquin and Colin Kramer, Screen Time Showdown, 
Mt. Lebanon High School, Teacher: Heather Pessy 
Honorable Mention: Owen Byrne, Sam Wetzel, Noah Klaber and Cooper Whalen, Bias Ball, Mt. 
Lebanon High School, Teacher: Heather Pessy  
Honorable Mention: Harper Fellner, The Key to Keystones, Burrell High School, Teacher: Meaghan 
Volek 
 


