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Message From the President

francis.edu

“Lord, send forth your spirit, and renew the face of the 
earth.” This psalm lyric may be best associated with Pente-
cost, when the Spirit arrived like a ‘strong, driving wind.’ 
Yet, spiritual renewal is not reserved to a season, or limited 
to a particular time or place. As Saint Paul reminds the 
Corinthians, “Now is an acceptable time. Now is the day of 
salvation.” (2 Cor. 6:2)

I believe we are in a time of renewal at Saint Fran-
cis University. Our Catholic and Franciscan mission is 
foremost on our mind. We welcomed the largest incoming 
class in a decade in the Fall of 2021. When I met freshmen 
and their families, way back in August, it was evident that 
our campus culture was what “sold them” on Saint Francis 
University. Catholic and Christian families alike appreciate 
our partnership: our community members continue the faith 
journey with the students, picking up where the parents left 
off. Our values are their values. 

Our new mission statement was recently unveiled: 
As the oldest Franciscan institution of higher learning in 

the United States, Saint Francis University draws inspira-
tion from our Catholic tradition and expresses the lived 
example of Saint Francis of Assisi in the modern world. 
Saint Francis University promotes an inclusive learning 
community and a lifelong path to virtue, truth, and compas-
sion. Within a culture that seeks understanding through in-
novation and collaboration, we champion both the inherent 
dignity of the individual person and the common good. 

Renewal is the air on campus. The transformation of 
Immaculate Conception Chapel, the heart of our campus, 
makes a statement unto itself. After all God has done for us 
in the course of 175 years, it is truly right and just that we 
upgrade His house. Enjoy some photos of the preliminary 
work in the article about the $1.75 Million for the 175th 
Anniversary Capital Campaign. 

Our former religious studies department has undergone 
renewal of its own. During the past calendar year, five 
Franciscans taught multiple sections of the introductory 
Franciscan Goals course. The statistical likelihood of each 
student having had a friar-faculty member increased dra-
matically. In the Fall of 2021, we unveiled the re-visioned 

Department of Franciscan Studies, Theology, and Applied 
Ethics (FTAE). We will soon welcome three new faculty 
members (one Philosopher and two Theologians) to the 
department. I look forward to many exciting developments 
to spring forth from FTAE, helping our students to become 
healthcare providers who promote a culture of life, business 
professionals who are moral and ethical, scientists who 
acknowledge God as the creator, and artists who use their 
talents to lead people closer to God.

In the Book of Revelation, Jesus exclaimed, “Behold, 
I make all things new.” I invite you to look again at your 
Saint Francis University. Peruse our magazine, admissions 
materials, our website, and walk our campus. It is evident 
that our Catholic and Franciscan community is a welcom-
ing one. Please join me in thanking God for the many  
ways he has blessed Saint Francis University in its  
175-year history. 

       Sincerely,

       �Very Rev. Malachi Van Tassell, T.O.R., Ph.D. 
President

Spirit of Renewal
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STORY BY / �Erin McCloskey, Vice President  
for Communications and Marketing

For nearly 175 years, Saint Francis University has warmly welcomed 
families from hometowns both near and far for campus visits. In 
October 2021, the University unveiled a new space to greet these 
visitors. After some renovation magic to Francis Hall, this new 
Admissions Welcome Center, next to the Immaculate Conception 
Chapel, has become the place where future students experience what 
it feels like to be part of the Red Flash Family.

CRAFTING A MEMORABLE  
CAMPUS EXPERIENCE
Space and place hold value. The University embarked on this 
renovation project with the goal of creating a intentionally designed 
venue to facilitate an exceptional campus experience for families 
within a warm and inviting setting that supports recruitment functions. 
Every element in the new physical space has been carefully designed, 
both aesthetically and functionally, to offer a uniquely Saint Francis 
campus visit experience for prospective families. 

Welcome to      The Admiss ions           Welcome Center

2 

fo l low 

  Frankie
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The Admissions Welcome Center 

leverages the power of facility 

design to attract potential students 

while at the same time, ensures a 

smooth administrative process for 

campus visitors. 

The Center’s visioning process 

focused on the three key elements: 

1. Site Selection: The facility loca-

tion is at the heart of campus with 

adjacent parking next to the building. 

Attached to the Immaculate Concep-

tion Chapel, the Welcome Center 

symbolizes the mission-centric 

experience that Saint Francis has 

delivered for 175 years. Campus 

visitors will begin their tour with the 

chapel, travel throughout campus, 

and complete their tour at Torvian 

Dining Hall (conveniently located 

next door). 

2. Attraction through Character: 

The Welcome Center is an oppor-

tunity to deliver instantaneous 

connection to the brand identity 

which is reinforced by talented Bell 

Tower Ambassadors on hand to 

provide a memorable campus tour. 

Prospective students and families 

will form strong impressions of the 

University by what they see, hear, 

and feel in that first visit. 
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3. Optimized Interior: Many studies indicate that the physical attractiveness of a school 
is pivotal in a student’s decision to enroll. Creating a welcome environment begins at the 
point of entry. In the Welcome Center, large windows in the greeting space allow visitors 
to view the beauty of campus and create a lasting impression. Features like the fireplace 
and refreshment station communicate a strong sense of warmth and comfort, consistent 
with our campus culture. Well-placed meeting rooms offer convenient and flexible spaces 
to accommodate visiting groups of any size. A large workroom, apart from the public 
welcoming space, ensures the recruitment function is not compromised.

4 
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The Office of Admissions 
offers a variety of  

campus visit options. 

Follow Frankie and 
Schedule Your Visit

francis.edu/visit-us

See you in Loretto!!
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Students mix and meet professionals both in-person and online during the Engineering & Technology Networking 
Event. Five alumni represented their respective companies at the event. 

STORY BY /  
Eric Horell ’13, ’17, Director of Alumni Engagement

A New Homecoming Tradition: 

Alumni return home  
to mentor the next  
generation of the  
Red Flash Family 

When asked why he mentors current students, 
alumnus Anthony Sanford ’04 recalls his own 
alumni mentor from his undergraduate days: 
Fr. Bede Hines ’43, T.O.R. “I used to have lunch with 
him when our schedules lined up,” recalls Anthony, “and we used 
to talk about everything. He told me about his journey to the faith, 
and I’d let him listen to my Sony Discman,” playing the latest 
mixtapes Anthony brought back from NYC while on break. 

Because Anthony had an SFU mentor while he was a student, 
he knew he wanted to serve in a similar role for Saint Francis 
University’s newest Homecoming tradition: Mentorship Week 

Mentorship Week
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held Monday, October 4 through Friday, October 8 leading up to 
Homecoming Weekend 2021.

“I believe in paying things forward because I worked hard to get 
those opportunities,” explains Anthony, talking about his career 
since graduation, “but I also got a lot of breaks as well.” 

Mentorship Week (co-sponsored by the Office of Career Ser-
vices, the Office of Alumni Engagement, and the Alumni Associa-
tion) started as a single Mentorship Day in 2018 within the Shields 
School of Business, and it was an immediate success. “Bringing 
our alumni back to campus to provide guidance, advice, and in-
sights to our current students was such an affirming experience for 
the entire Shields School of Business faculty and staff,” remembers 
Dr. John Miko, Associate Dean of the Shields School of Business. 

Building on the early success, organizers campuswide extended 
the event across all academic departments spanning an entire 
week in 2019. While the Covid-19 pandemic temporarily slowed 
Mentorship Week in 2020, the event returned this year with more 
student participation and more alumni and community mentors 
than in 2019, ensuring it will be a part of Homecoming celebra-
tions going forward. 

Miriah Lassinger ’08 returned to Saint Francis for that initial 
Mentorship Day back in 2018. Since then it’s become “somewhat 
of a tradition for me and several friends over the past four years, 

Dr. Stephanie Ivory, Associate Professor and 
Department Chair of Education; Emily Haupt ’19; 
Chris Freidhoff ’12; Grace McKernan ’19 and Ms. Melissa 
Peppetti, Director of Graduate Education after presentations 
for “Tips for Making the First Year of Teaching Successful.”

Student attendance was strong throughout the week, with full classrooms for many events, as seen during a panel for the 
Shields School of Business as well as the Nursing Program’s “SFU Nursing Alumni Becoming that Someone.”

and the reason for going has evolved over time,” she says. “Origi-
nally, the nostalgia drew us back to campus. However, it has been 
amazing to see the transformation of the students over the years. 
The students who were freshmen on the first Mentorship Day are 
now seniors, and you see how they value the experience. They are 
asking the tough questions and appreciate you spending your time 
with them.” 

With a return to in-person events paired with the advantages of 

36 unique sessions
82 alumni mentors 
14 non-alumni mentors
1,055 student attendees

MENTORSHIP WEEK 2021 
BY THE NUMBERS:
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State Rep. Tommy Sankey ’04 discusses his path 
from accounting student to the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives during “Become a Public Servant: Why/ 
How to Run for Public Office,” an event co-sponsored by  
the Honors Program and the History & Political  
Science Department.

video conferencing, alumni were able to “return” to campus no 
matter whether they traveled to Loretto or videoed in from loca-
tions around the country. 

Anthony was one of those whose session was entirely virtual, 
joining the “Sharing My Experience: SFU Alumni of Color Share 
Their Experience Navigating Workplace Culture” alumni panel 
from the comfort of his office in New York City. “I love how direct 
some of the students have been when asking questions,” he says. 
“Representation matters throughout this process because initially 
mentors will be people that share a lot of the same things you iden-
tify with, [but] good mentors will take all of those initial details 
and challenge you to add more to your thinking and help you figure 
out how can you maximize on the impact you are trying to leave in 
the world.” 

While there were many field-specific alumni panels and net-
working events, there were sessions designed with all students in 
mind, including presentations that focused on the value of an in-
ternship, a review of University resources for career development, 
and a panel that highlighted how students regardless of major 
should consider entering public office, led by Pennsylvania State 
Representative Tommy Sankey ’04, former Blair County Commis-
sioner Donna Gority and Loretto Borough Council President Ward 
Prostejovsky ’93. 

“The thought was (and is) that no matter what your major, no 
matter what your discipline, no matter what you do in life, it takes 
investment from others, and Mentorship Week is a way for us to 
foster that between our alumni and our students,” says Dr. Miko. 
“We are blessed to have so many alumni that have been very suc-
cessful, that have a strong affinity for our university, and maybe 
aren’t in a position to give money, but really enjoy the opportunity 
to donate their time, talent, and insights and expertise to our cur-
rent students.” 

And that strong connection with their former instructors is why 
so many alumni were excited to return to campus for Mentorship 
Week. That so many alumni jumped at the opportunity to return to 

their alma mater “highlights one of SFU’s fundamental strengths-
-the people,” says Seth Huston ’08, another mentor from Mentor-
ship Week 2021. “I know how cliche that can sound, but to me 
the people and the relationships we build are the heart of the SFU 
community... These relationships are what bring me back to SFU.” 

Sanford echoes those sentiments: “I am constantly welcomed 
to hang or reach out when I need anything. SFU was an amazing 
experience for me.” And because of their dedication to their alma 
mater, these alumni are making sure it’s an amazing experience for 
our current students and soon-to-be alumni. 

Anthony Sanford ’04 has a 
laugh while on a virtual mentorship 
panel with Brittni (Smallwood) Moore 
’08 and Wadler Fleurina ’16.

Krysta Ponek ’18 discusses her 
environmental career in the Florida 
wilderness during her presentation 
“Sharing a Love of Wild, Watery 
Places,” sponsored by the University’s 
Environmental Action Society.



9 Saint Francis University  /   MAGAZINE

PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT

2020-2021

It is in giving 
that we receive.

— St. Francis of Assisi
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The following Friars all serve at the University: 
(front row, left to right): Br. Dennis Snyder, T.O.R. Ph.D. ’92; Fr. Terence Henry, T.O.R., ’71; Fr. Jason Wooleyhan, T.O.R.;  
Fr. Stephen Mary Waruszewski, T.O.R.; Fr. James Puglis, T.O.R.; Fr. Joseph Marie Krilich, T.O.R.; Br. Marius Strom, T.O.R.;  
Br. Kolbe Spencer, T.O.R. 
(back row, left to right) Fr. Matthew Simons, T.O.R.; Br. Shamus McGrenra, T.O.R., ’72; Fr. Joseph Chancler, T.O.R.;  
Fr. Malachi Van Tassell, T.O.R., Ph.D.; Fr. Christopher Dobson, T.O.R.; Br. Gabriel Amato, T.O.R.; Fr. Peter Lyons, T.O.R. ’59

The vision embraced by the community of learners that 
became Saint Francis College (now Saint Francis University) 
originated over 800 years ago in the person and the dream 
of the Poverello, Francis of Assisi, who delighted in calling 

As the oldest Franciscan institution of higher learning in the United States, Saint Francis 

University draws inspiration from our Catholic tradition and expresses the lived example of 

Saint Francis of Assisi in the modern world. Saint Francis University promotes an inclusive 

learning community and a lifelong path to virtue, truth, and compassion. Within a culture that 

seeks understanding through innovation and collaboration, we champion both the inherent 

dignity of the individual person and the common good. 

The Saint Francis University Mission

Updated October 2021

Our Friars
himself the Troubadour, the storyteller, of the Great King. 
Saint Francis University is blessed to be sponsored and 
supported by the Franciscan Friars, Third Order Regular, 
Province of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.
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Francis the Good Steward

Alumni..................................................... $2,322,563

Parents.........................................................$101,675

Friends..................................................... $1,695,832

Foundations...............................................$863,446

Corporations/Grants/ 
Religious Organizations....................... $1,995,015

TOTAL.....................................................$6,998,208

2020-2021 
Total Contributions

REVENUES

EXPENDITURES

Net tuition and fees............................. 39,798,637

Federal grants and contracts.................4,235,505

State and local grants............................  1,009,999

Private gifts, grants and bequests .......6,025,597

Interest and dividends, net......................  561,253

Other income..........................................  2,933,898

Auxiliary enterprises net..................... 12,694,541 

TOTAL REVENUES............................$67,259,430

Instructional........................................... 22,174,793

Research and public service..................2,310,174

Academic support....................................1,837,087

Student services.................................... 14,095,918

Institutional support............................. 12,808,733

Auxiliary enterprises............................. 10,078,091

TOTAL EXPENDITURES...................$63,304,796

2020-2021 
Revenues/Expenditures

The University endowment supports 
transformational experiences for our students 
through academic and athletic scholarships, 
international study, and research opportunities.

$64,341,237 (growth as of June 30, 2021)

University Endowment

Traditional Undergraduate................................. 1,654

Continuing Education/Francis Worldwide.........215

Graduate.....................................................................461

Fall 2021 Enrollment

Financial Summary

12 
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Select Rankings 
& Distinctions

General Engineering receives  
ABET Accreditation

September 16, 2021 
The University’s bachelor’s degree program in General 

Engineering has been accredited by the Engineering  
Accreditation Commission of ABET, the global accreditor of 
college and university programs in applied and natural sci-
ence, computing, engineering, and engineering technology.

2021-2022  
Catholic College of Distinction

September 15, 2021 
Colleges of Distinction has once again recognized SFU as a 

“Catholic College of Distinction” for fostering Catholic values 
in a setting promoting engaged students, great teaching, 
vibrant communities and successful outcomes.

2021-2022  
Military Friendly School

July 8, 2021 
SFU has been named a “Military Friendly School” by 

VIQTORY for the 11th consecutive year. This year, the 
University maintained Gold Award status which recognizes 
the high standards upheld by the University in serving 
military families.

National Accounting  
Faculty of the Year Award

April 21, 2021 
Dr. Angela Seidel, Business Administration Department 

Chair and Associate Professor of Accounting, was named 
“IMA Accounting Faculty of the Year” by the International 
Accreditation Council for Business Education (IACBE). 

Statewide Distinguished  
Colleague Award

March, 8, 2021 
Dr. Rita Trofino, Associate Dean of the School of Health 

Sciences & Education, Nursing Department Chair and 
Professor, received the Distinguished Colleague Award 
from the Pennsylvania Higher Education Nursing Schools 
Association, Inc. (PHENSA).

13 Saint Francis University  /   MAGAZINE
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The Saint Francis Society

Franciscan Friars, Sacred Heart Province 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
John & Sheila (Widmer) Connors
Bruno & Lena DeGol Family Fndn.

Lifetime Saint Francis Society Members

Lifetime giving of $100,000 - $999,999

Lifetime Saint Francis Society Leadership

The Saint Francis Society celebrates a community of donors who have pledged to become partners in a shared vision for 
Saint Francis University. Society members believe in Saint Francis University and its mission so strongly that they commit 
$1,000 or more annually to support the University. The Society honors the traditions of the University’s past while providing 
a strong foundation for the University’s future. Society members are committed to helping provide the resources necessary 
to realize the University’s vision and mission.

Lifetime giving of $1,000,000 to $2,499,999
Mr. & Mrs. Jack M. Calandra
Louis P. & Pat DiCerbo II
Estate of Mr. J. Crilley Kelly
Knee Family Fndn.
Kevin & Joan (Morris) Knee
Charles Koch Fndn.

Lifetime giving of $2,500,000 or more

Mr. William P. Adamucci
Addison Gibson Fndn.  

& PNC Charitable Trust
George I. Alden Trust
Ms. Margaret Alexander

Altoona Blair County Development Corp.
AmeriServ Financial, Inc.
Assn. of Independent Colleges & 

Universities of PA
John & Christine (Wank) Auses

William & Christine (Corbett) Baker
Bank of America Fndn.
The Buhl Fndn.
Mr. Frank Calandra Jr.
Mr. Michael F. Calandra

Willard & Nancy Campbell
Gunard Berry Carlson Memorial Fndn.
Ms. Francoise Cavagnaro
Mr. Christopher Collins  

& Dr. Robert Kulikowski

Joseph & Marguerite (Scharpf) DiSepio
Estate of Rudolph C. and Geraldine M. Schonek
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Stewart Jr.
The Hon. & Mrs. John Wozniak

Mr. John C. Kornitzer
Thomas & Lynn (Mullen) Meredith
Mr. Mark Pasquerilla
Stephen C. & Jean (Payne) Rogers
Pete & Suzy Shields
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President’s Circle recognizes the contributions and dedicated work of all University presidents. Each University president 
has left his mark on the character of this great institution. The President’s Circle recognizes the University’s most generous 
contributors. Through their annual support of gifts of $10,000 or more, members ensure that the University continues as a 
leader in Catholic higher education. 

Numbers in ( ) indicate consecutive years of giving, based on the University fiscal year of July 1 to June 30.

President’s Circle

Annual gifts of $10,000 +

John & Christine (Wank) Auses (12) 
William & Christine (Corbett) Baker (5) 
Barnes & Noble  

College Booksellers, LLC (8)
Mr. Frank Calandra Jr. (21 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack M. Calandra (12)
Mr. Michael F. Calandra (10)
Charities Aid Fndn. (1)
Joan, Rose & Meredith Collier (6)
John & Sheila (Widmer) Connors (3)
Mr. Joseph A. Coray (21)
Mr. Anthony W. D’Agostino (22)
Dean & Lucia (Mangarella) Damin (2)
Louis P. & Pat DiCerbo II (17)
Joseph & Marguerite (Scharpf)  

DiSepio (31)
Mr. Frank C. Embon (22)
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund (7)
Brian & Linda (Lapp) Foster (2)
Franciscan Friars,  

Sacred Heart Province (33)
	 Br. Gabriel Amato, TOR
	 Fr. Joseph Chancler, TOR
	 Fr. Christopher Dobson, TOR
	 Fr. Terence Henry, TOR

	 Fr. Peter Lyons, TOR
	 Br. Shamus McGrenra, TOR
	 Fr. James Puglis, TOR
	 Fr. Matthew Simons, TOR
	 Fr. Daniel Sinisi, TOR
	 Br. Dennis Snyder, TOR
	 Br. Marius Strom, TOR
	 Fr. Malachi Van Tassell, TOR, Ph.D.
	 Fr. Stephen Mary Waruszewski, TOR
	 Fr. Jason R. Wooleyhan, TOR	
Tibbins & Patricia (Wright) Gunsallus (22)
Gwin, Dobson & Foreman, Inc. (3)
John & Cynthia Halicky (24)
Martha Guzzetti Harrie  

and Greg Harrie Fndn. (2)
Ms. Martha L. (Guzzetti) Harrie (20)
Trust U/W. of Helen M. Hughes (5)
Mr. Mark M. Hughes (29)
Estate of Mr. J. Crilley Kelly (1)
Noreen Klein & Marion Reynolds Jr. (1)
Walter & Catherine Klein (1)
Mary Klein-Gill & John Gill (1)
Knee Family Fndn. (5)
Kevin & Joan (Morris) Knee (5)
Charles Koch Fndn. (1)

Estate of Mr. Frank J. Kuzemchak (1)
Mr. Thomas J. Lane (4)
Stephen J. Machuta Scholarship Trust (2)
Ms. Claire Manfredi (1)
Mr. Michael R. Martorella (5)
Mr. & Mrs. Paul S. McGrath Jr. (13)
MDSeven Financial, LLC (1)
Dr. Peter M. Melotti (16)
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin E. Miller (12)
Ms. Maureen (Finnegan) Mulhall (22)
Nulton Diagnostic  

and Treatment Center, PC (1)
A.J. & Sigismunda Palumbo  

Charitable Trust (10)
Ms. Teresa S. (Kaminski) Polley (6)
Nedward & Coleen (Cecco)  

Prostejovsky (5)
Raymond James  

Charitable Endowment (7)
Renaissance Charity – Mary Klein Gill (3)
Resch Family Fndn. (2)
Mr. James S. Resch (7)
Ms. Bonnie M. Resinski (34)
Mr. & Mrs. Norman J. Rish (29)
Stephen C. & Jean (Payne) Rogers (34)

Rome Records LTD. (1)
Mr. Timothy G. Rubritz (20)
Dr. Robert & Mrs. Rosemary Ryan (27)
Mr. James D. Schaedler (6)
The Scharpf Family Fndn. (3)
Joseph & Jill (Grunder) Schumacher (1)
Schwab Charitable Fund (4)
Ms. Judith (Gilligan) Smith (3)
Dr. Arthur W. Springsteen (21)
John & Nancy (Grabiak) Sullivan (26)
Mr. Richard Tazik (5)
Ms. Felicia A. Toth (4)
UPMC (3)
Vanguard Charitable (7)
Mr. Bradley J. Walent (3)
Mr. Craig Wallentine  

& Ms. Elaine Klein (1)
Joseph & Jo-el (Borden) Waterman (34)
Mr. Timothy W. Williamson (12)
George R. Jr. & Donna M. Wilson  

Family Fndn. (1)
Mr. & Mrs. George R. Wilson Jr. (2)
Estate of Mr. Albert L. Yarashus (1)
Ms. Cynthia (Calandra) Zack (3)
Mr. Alan S. Zajdel (8)

The Community Fndn.  
for the Alleghenies

Ms. Kay Connors
Mr. Joseph A. Coray
Mr. & Mrs. Brian T. Cunningham
Ms. Theresa Cunningham
Luke & Kelly Drayer
Mr. Frank C. Embon
Edith Davis Eve Fndn.
Jacob Fend Fndn.
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Leonard S. Fiore, Inc.
	 Mr. Leonard S. Fiore Jr.
	 Mr. Michael A. Fiore
	 Mr. Richard F. Fiore Sr.
First Commonwealth Financial Corp.
First National Bank of Pennsylvania
Fox 8-ABC 23
Dan & Debbie Friedrich
Dr. & Mrs. James P. Gallagher
Green Mountain Fndn.
Gwin, Dobson & Foreman, Inc.

Eden Hall Foundation
Ms. Martha L. (Guzzetti) Harrie
Dr. & Mrs. Edward B. Hill
Trust U/W. of Helen M. Hughes
Mr. Mark M. Hughes
Mr. Bob Katan & Family
Mr. Joseph E. Keirn
Knee Family Fndn.
Mr. Thomas J. Lane
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Lenz
M&T Bank - Altoona
Mr. & Mrs. Paul S. McGrath Jr.
Dr. Peter M. Melotti
Thomas & Lynn (Mullen) Meredith
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin E. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Montler
Estate of Mr. Charles B. Noel Jr.
Northwestern Mutual Life Fndn.
A.J. & Sigismunda Palumbo  

Charitable Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Dino S. Persio
Mr. & Mrs. Frank J. Picarella

Raymond James Charitable Endowment
Rev. Dr. David &  

Dr. Therese A. (Wachter) Ream, SFO
Mr. James S. Resch
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Rish
Dr. Robert & Mrs. Rosemary Ryan
Saint Francis University Alumni Assoc.
The Scharpf Family Fndn.
Ernest J. Scharpf Charitable Trust
The Hon. Bud Shuster
Ms. Judith (Gilligan) Smith
Society for Analytical Chemists  

of Pittsburgh
Somerset County Chamber of Commerce
Dr. Arthur W. Springsteen
Minnie Patton Stayman Fndn.
Peter & Kathryn Ann (Buffoni) Stevenson
Maurice Stokes Memorial Fund
John & Nancy (Grabiak) Sullivan
Tower Bank
Mr. Frederick C. Travaglini
UPMC

Verizon Fndn.
ViLogics, Inc.
Ms. Janice Walker
Joseph & Jo-el (Borden) Waterman
Mr. Timothy W. Williamson
Willow Tree Fndn.
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Wolf
Dr. Philip Woo Jr.
Estate of Mr. Albert L. Yarashus
Ms. Cynthia (Calandra) Zack
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Founders Circle recognizes and celebrates the courage and work of the six Franciscan Friars who left family and country to 
establish a new community of faith and prayer in Loretto. Members of the Founders Circle embrace the mission and vision 
of the University and help the University make a significant difference in the world today. 

American Endowment Fndn. (1)
Mr. Robert J. Atkins (28)
AYCO Charitable Fndn. (4)
Mr. Vincent J. Barba Jr. (1)
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Barber (12)
Mike & Marcia Blose (1)
Louis & Gina (Damin) Bruno (1)
H. John & Mary (Tobin) Buckman (7)
Mr. Joseph Cohane (1)
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Curtis (11)
Gen. Michael & Ms. Joyce (Woolsey) 

Davison (14)
Mr. David G. DelBiondo (4)
Mr. Joseph M. DeYulis (23)
Frank Distasio & Gailmarie Goldrick (9)
Mr. Joseph R. Dugan (20)
Mr. Jack C. Eckenrode (1)
Robert & Janice (Mason) Falk (13)
Jacob Fend Fndn. (33)
Mr. Gregory A. Fernicola (31)

Mr. Lawrence D. Field III (33)
First Summit Bank (22)
Mr. William P. Garrigan (34)
Mr. Paul R. Geiselhart (20)
Rev. James V. Gigliotti, TOR (3)
Mr. Stephen P. Grillo (28)
Grodzki Family Fund (4)	
Kevin & Marcella (Mahal) Grodzki(4)
John & Colleen (Moloney) Hanes (13)
Ms. Edith Hertzog (16)
Mr. Steven L. Hessmann (14)
Dr. & Mrs. Edward B. Hill (34)
Ms. Pamela (Modrak) Jardine (5)
Robert W. & Mary Joan (Fink) Kanach (15)
Mr. Bob Katan & Family (9)
Ms. Anita Klein (1)
Bob & Chickie Krimmel (25)
Mr. Francis T. Kristoff (4)
Kathy F. (Friar) Kross  

& Timothy Kross (34)

Brian & Pamela (Hahn) Ley (22)
Nicholas & Annette (DeGiorgis)  

Lorenzo (33)
Dr. Scott M. Love (1)
Tom & Robin (McCarthy) Maloney (34)
Mr. Douglas G. McCormick (34)
Dennis & Rosemary (Banks) McGlynn (34)
William & Lynn (Slattery) Morsell (10)
Thomas L. & Linda (Zanzuccki)  

Myron Jr. (34)
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Nagle (1)
Mr. Christopher J. Pikus (6)
Mr. Bernard J. Pskowski (1)
Michael & Tracy Ravotti (12)
Mr. & Mrs. Donald J. Redlinger (9)
Ms. Roberta L. (Knee) Rodriquez (7)
Jay & Gina Ruggery (5)	
Ruggieri Enterprises, LLC (5)	
Rev. Msgr. Robert J. Saly (17)
Mr. Paul R. Sansone (21)

Kathleen T. (Furlong) & Tony Sargent (22)
Dr. Patricia Serotkin (32)
Mr. Mark N. Shank (27)
David & Kathy Sharick (22)
Mr. Paul J. Sievers (34)
Dr. Peter & Mrs. Diane Skoner (17)
Somerset Trust Co. (4)
Mr. Kenneth P. Sommerkamp (22)
Spherion (5)
Mr. Roger W. Stoy (33)
Vale Wood Farms (5)
Mr. John T. Ventura (4)
Dr. Nancy McCreary Waters  

& Dr. John S. Waters (7)
Mr. Ralph J. Weiland (8)
Greg & Connie Wharton (8)
Wilkinson Bus Lines, Inc. (19)
Mr. Willard A. Wilkinson IV (33)
Mr. & Mrs. Francis J. Yetso (21)
Dr. John J. Zavodni (4)

Founders Circle

Annual gifts of $2,500 - $4,999

Assisi Circle recognizes the enduring influences of our patron, Saint Francis of Assisi, on the University. Members of the Assisi 
Circle share in the University’s Franciscan ideals and values. Through their annual support, donors in the Assisi Circle help 
shape the character of the University today and tomorrow.

Assisi Circle

Annual gifts of $5,000 - $9,999

Ms. Sandra M. Asselta (9)
Dr. John P. Baltrus (30)
Mr. Geoffrey D. Barefoot (4)
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce J. Bradley (5)
William Brown Fndn. (12)
Louis and Gina Bruno Charitable Fund (1)
The John R. & Dorothy D. Caples  

Fund (17)
Central PA Community Fndn. (1)
Ms. Lillian Ciprian Calvanico (13)
Mr. Christopher Collins  

& Dr. Robert Kulikowski (19)
Connelly Fndn. (14)
Robert & Julianne Sand Crusciel (30)
James J. & Patricia (O’Halloran)  

Damato (7)
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Damin (0)
Rene & Janet Damin (6)
Mr. William J. Davidson (27)
Dembert & Hoyne, CPA (7)

Ms. Colleen M. Donnelly (21)
Mr. Mark Emeigh (1)
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Farabaugh (3)
First National Bank of Pennsylvania (17)
Mr. John G. Fitzpatrick (21)
Sherry D. (Landis) & John Forney (8)
Dr. & Mrs. James P. Gallagher (14)
Dominic & Janet (Pekala) Genuardi Jr. (9)
Mr. Lawrence T. Giannone (18)
Joseph & Kathleen (Powers) Gormish (34)
Mr. Robert Goss (3)
Green Mountain Fndn. (1)
Mr. & Mrs. Frank L. Guerrini (2)
Kenneth & Joan Horoho Jr. (34)
Dr. Patricia M. Hoyne (18)
Tom & Kari Klein (1)
Mr. John C. Kornitzer (1)
Mr. F. Scott Layden (1)
Lee Industries Corp. (10)
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Lenz (27)

The Hon. MaryAnne Majestic  
& Ms. Lisa Burke (13)

Ms. Barbara M. (Mehle) & Robert 
Martalus (8)

Mr. & Mrs. Jay P. Matera (21)
Thomas & Susan (Haussener)  

McElroy (26)
Mental Health Resources of  

Central PA, LLC (3)
Mr. Robert C. Mesaros (32)
Mr. Urban Mulvehill (17)
Estate of Mr. Charles B. Noel Jr. (25)
Mr. Edward S. Norcross (1)
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Pasqualone (1)
Ms. Beverly Ann Pavlick-Russell (16)
Ms. Kathleen (Holler) Pierce (20)
Dr. Karan Hinman Powell (4)
John & Virginia (Wegemer) Powers (34)
Mr. Sabino J. Ranaudo (30)
Mr. Stephen Sangiorgi (21)

Judy & George Savine (14)
Ms. Sherry R. (Wirfel) Scott (9)
Society for Analytical Chemists  

of Pittsburgh (11)
Mr. Thomas F. Stapleton (5)
Ms. Marilyn (Cannata) Stefans (1)
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Stewart Jr. (4)
Michael & Diane (Carey) Stief (22)
Ms. Donna (Cahill) Sugrue (1)
Dr. James W. Takacs (5)
Ms. Joy E. Thoma (15)
Ms. Loretta (Ledger) Tsikalas (1)
Mr. Robert Vlasaty Jr. (1)
Mr. & Mrs. J. Richard Ward (11)
Ms. Carolyn Widinski Gunther (23)
Richard & Jane (Kavanaugh) Williams (31)
Mr. Doug Wolf (1)
John & Ann Wolf (1)
Dr. Edward P. Zovinka  

& Dr. Rose Clark (27)
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Sustaining Members ensure that the University continues to 
offer high-quality academic programs. The annual support 
from Sustaining Members maintains the value of a Saint 
Francis University education for all future students.

Sustaining Members

Annual gifts of $1,000 - $2,499

Mr. Clayton R. Abel (13)
Ms. Janet Adams (33)
Mr. Kevin G. Adelsberg (34)
Ms. Elizabeth M. (Smith) Ahuja (11)
Marty & Kerry (Fitzgerald) Alexa (34)
Mr. & Mrs. David C. Allard (2)
Allegheny Club of Hollidaysburg (5)
Allegheny Supply (3)
Mr. & Mrs. Don K. Appleman (20)
Marie (Palazzo) & Hugh Arnstein (32)
Dr. Allen J. Atheras (6)
Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund (2)
Ms. Lynne Banks (1)
Mr. William J. Barfoot Jr. (34)
Skip and Joan Barry (1)
Drs. Thomas & Tamara Basile (2)
Bateman Brothers Lumber Co., Inc. (2)
Ms. Mary P. (Daly) Bauso (21)
Dr. Carrie D. Beebout (11)
Mr. Eugene B. Bell (5)
Mr. William F. Bengele (23)
Mr. & Mrs. William Benzel (1)
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard N. Bertoni (1)
Ms. Marsha (Coleman) Bisgrove (1)
Mr. John J. Boczar Jr. (32)
Theresa Boyle-Meyreles & Henry 

Meyreles (1)
Dr. Barrie Ann (Bogus) Brancato (22)
Jim & Jill Brazill (12)
Mr. Thomas A. Brennan (34)
Bridge Core, LLC (4)
Bright Funds (1)
Mr. Thomas Buckman (17)
Jason & Ashley (Bauer) Burkett (5)
Dan & Kathie (Marks) Buyse (8)
Jim & Patty Cairns (30)
Paul & Maureen (Maruca) Calandra (5)
Mr. James V. Canzonier (6)
Rev. Msgr. James P. Carini (15)
Ms. Ruth Carlson (1)
Mr. Andrew T. Carney (12)
Ms. Diane M. (Bonvicini) Caserta (29)
Dr. Kent J. Chabotar (30)
Mr. Theodore Ciganik (1)
Mr. Joseph F. Ciminelli (28)
Ms. Kathleen F. (Foley) Cleaver (13)
Msgr. Joseph Cokus (4)
Mr. & Mrs. Richard V. Commoroto
Ms. Kay Connors (33)

Mr. Brian T. Cooley (15)
Mr. Michael J. Corless (2)
Mr. Thomas J. Cornacchia (19)
Mr. John C. Cotter (27)
Mr. Robert F. Cox (19)
Ms. Eileen M. Crummy (23)
Rev. Michael E. Crummy (3)
Mr. & Mrs. Paul D’Avanzo (1)
Keith & Kathy (Takacs) Davidson (3)
Dr. Kathleen Virgilio Davis (2)
Robert & Paula (Kleinschnitz) Dececco 

(1)
Mr. Wayne Dedrick (1)
Bruno & Lena DeGol Family Fndn. (8)
Ms. Patricia I. (Muller) DeLessio (16)
DeMans Team Sports (1)
Mr. Clifford Dequeant (1)
Ms. Diane (Scherer) Derescavage (33)
Mr. Brian P. Dillon (4)
Charles & Jeanette Dobson (1)
Sean & Nicole (Rekart) Donoghue (11)
Dr. Charles & Louise (Marron) Dugan (8)
John W. & Susan M. Egnot (3)
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel C. Embon (13)
Mr. Jason D. Eminhizer (4)
The Evangelista Family (4)
Mr. Anthony S. Evangelista (4)
Edith Davis Eve Fndn. (1)
F & H Real Estate (6)
Fahringer Fndn. (10)
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Farrell (21)
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald F. Ferrin (12)
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Fielding (6)
Ms. Barbara (Maloney) Fiore (17)
Leonard S. Fiore, Inc. (1)
	 Mr. Leonard S. Fiore Jr.
	 Mr. Michael A. Fiore
	 Mr. Richard F. Fiore Sr.	
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Fiore (3)
Mr. Joseph A. Fitzpatrick (8)
Mr. Vincent F. Fitzpatrick (16)
Mr. James E. Foerstner (1)
Dr. Frederick M. Frank (1)
Dr. Don & Nancy (Robison) Friedel (27)
Dan & Debbie Friedrich (18)
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Fritz (16)
Dr. Randy & Barbara (Caroff) Frye (22)
Mr. David J. Fuchs (17)
Mr. Andy Furia (34)

Ms. Mary M. Furlong (5)
Mr. Claude Fusco Jr. (1)
Mr. Allen E. Gibboney (13)
Dr. Stephen & Kathleen (Sauers) Gilmour 

(11)
Mr. & Mrs. Milan A. Gjurich Jr. (34)
Mr. Johnathan C. Gleason (1)
Mr. Robert A. Gleason Jr. (1)
Thomas V. & Kathleen (Jorgenson) Glynn 

(7)
Gold Rush Jewelers (2)
Robert H. & Jana (Ross) Goodney (2)
Mr. John P. Goodrich (7)
Mr. William M. Gorra (1)
Mr. William D. Grady Jr. (15)
Ms. Cassie Grassmyer (1)
Friends of Jack Grassmyer
	 Maureen Butterbaugh
	 DJ Caldwell
	 Kelly Grassmyer
	 Maureen Hoyne
	 Carri McCarter
	 Jenna Moschella
	 Kathy Oakes

	 Michele Plunket
	 Kristal Settlemeyer
Harry & Kim (Field) Gueterman (21)
Robert J. & Lorraine S. Hart (10)
Michael & Nancy (Takacs) Heffernan (1)
Mr. Robert J. Hickey (4)
Mr. Douglas E. Hoover (9)
William & Theresa (Messina) Horner (15)
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Hoyne Sr. (2)
Ms. Mary Jean (Thompson) Hrbacek (33)
Mr. Philip J. Hurley (2)
Ms. Elizabeth (Patterson) & Michael 

Iademarco (9)
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel H. Iapalucci (26)
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Itle (14)
Dr. John S. Karduck (2)
Andrew & Maureen Karl (21)
Dr. Joseph F. Karpinski (33)
Ms. Katharine A. Keane (23)
Keller Engineers, Inc. (2)
Ms. Lois A. Keller-Poole (34)
Thomas & Anita (Cronauer)  

Kendziora (18)
Mr. Scott M. Lammie
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Sustaining Members 
continued 
Laura Klein & Stephen Lynch (1)
Mr. Thomas A. Klein (29)
Mr. Michael E. Klimchak (10)
Knights of Columbus No. 4259 (9)
The Koehl Family (2)
Mr. Patrick D. Koehl (2)
Peter J. Koenig (22)
Mr. & Mrs. Walter P. Krich Jr. (13)
Mr. Thomas J. Kristofco (4)
Mr. Kenneth J. Kuska (1)
Mr. Richard Kwatnoski (2)
Mr. Gerard J. Lacey (28)
Ms. Eleanor B. Lacoss (1)
Ms. Jane (Tully) Lamberty (34)
Ms. Louise M. Lambie (2)
Mr. Scott M. Lammie (1)
Mr. Bede M. Lantzy (34)
Ms. Jillian M. (Poplaski) Larson (4)
Ms. Rebecca Lear (1)
Dr. Nick C. Leasure (27)
Mr. & Mrs. Brian H. Leconte (2)
Mr. James J. Lennon (2)
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Leppert Jr. (6)
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas V. Lloyd III (20)
Locker Room Sports (6)
Richard & Alicia (Scheu) Lodato (18)
Mr. George Lombardi (11)
Robert A. & Darlene F. Low Sr. (10)
Mr. Robert F. Lozinak (13)
Ms. Annette M. (Long) Luchini (20)
Lyons Industries (1)
Mr. Daniel Madey (2)
Mr. Richard D. Maha (18)
Ms. Mary Lou Maher (1)
Ms. Maureen J. Malloy (34)
Dr. Anthony J. & Lorraine (Connors) 

Maniglia (11)
Martin J. & Denise (Corkery) Marbach (4)
Ms. Susan (Denver) Mariani (17)
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Marsden (2)
Dr. C. A. Mastandrea (3)

Mr. Edward J. Mastoloni (15)
Mr. Charles Mattes (1)
Daniel & Alisa McGrenra (1)
Mr. Joey McGrenra (1)
Mr. John P. McGrenra Jr. (1)
Bro. Shamus J. McGrenra, TOR (5)
Ms. Trudy McGrenra (2)
Kevin & Paulette McGuire (9)
Dr. Kevin & Hon. Debra (Hart) 

McLaughlin (9)
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Melusky (24)
Mr. Joseph A. Merva (34)
Mr. Benjamin I. Mitchell (2)
Marc & Jo Ann (Brown) Moller (2)
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Molyneaux (3)
Patrick & Maureen (Farrell) Monaghan (9)
Dr. & Mrs. Frank C. Montecalvo Jr. (14)
Ms. Rita (Thievon) Mullin (4)
Thomas W. & Peggy Muriceak (20)
Murphy & Murphy, CPA, LLC (1)
Ms. Kathleen Murphy Cloutier (18)
John Murphy & Paul Hastings (4)
Ms. Mary C. Murphy (1)
Ms. Geraldine M. (McCauley)  

Murtagh (1)
James F. & Maureen P. Nevins (1)
Mr. Stanley J. Niedzwiecki (28)
Henry & Charity Nileski (4)
Ms. Mary Ann (Maloney) Nolan (4)
Mr. Paul O’Connell (1)
Joseph & Maryann (McCarthy)  

O’Leary (13)
Mr. Charles A. O’Mara (10)
The Hon. Judith (Ference) Olson (8)
Mr. Michael Onufrychuk Jr. (10)
Mr. William S. Onufrychuk (8)
Steven & Rita (Hassler) Oroho (16)
Mr. Raymond M. Osif (9)
Dr. Kathleen Owens & Mr. Donald 

Zamborsky (7)
Ms. Dorothy Brady (Peters) Palmer (12)
Parkhurst Dining Services (12)
Ms. Mary E. Patti (26)
Mr. Patrick J. Patton (34)

Mr. Robert F. Pennington (1)
Mr. Kevin Persio (13)
Mr. David F. Petrak (1)
Ms. Mary (Bean) Petrak (6)
Edward & Renee (Driskel) Phister (2)
Mr. Daniel Pietrzykoski  

& Ms. Lynda Logan (1)
Mr. Joseph A. Pinto (1)
Martin & Mabel Goodman Fund  

(The Pittsburgh Fndn.) (16)
Mr. Mark A. Pizzillo (10)
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Polacek (3)
The Politi Family-Peter, MaryAnn, 

Children and Grandchildren (1)
Ms. Virginia Pollack (4)
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond P. Ponchione (34)
Mr. John T. Prosperi (19)
Mr. Donald B. Pryce (14)
Ms. Claudia (Moreland) Reed (6)
Ms. Catherine M. (Mullen) Rhymer (27)
Jay & Patty Roberts (21)	
Justine Roberts  

& Adam Bucynski (10)	
Lawrence & Anna (Meshinsky)  

Robinson (1)
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Rock (10)
Thomas & Christine (Weber)  

Rossetti (10)
Mr. Louis John Saban Jr. (2)
Janet M. (Steinbicker)  

& Thomas Sadowski (19)
William & Angela Seidel (6)
Mr. Michael A. Serluco (2)
Mr. Michael A. Sette (3)
Mr. John P. Shaffer (9)
Sheetz, Inc. (10)
Thomas A. Shields Family Fund (8)
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Shields (8)
Mr. Christopher S. Slattery (15)
Slovenian Savings & Loan Assn. (33)
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Smithmyer (4)
Rev. Carl A. Spishak (26)
Ms. Brenda S. (Saunders) Sprague (5)
Minnie Patton Stayman Fndn. (1)

Mr. Karl F. Steinbrunner (34)
Ms. Rebecca B. Sutusky (12)
James & Mary Swindal (5)
Thomas & Lisa Swope (3)
Ms. Janice M. Szelich (32)
Ms. Mary Beth Takacs (3)
Dr. & Mrs. Wayne Takacs (16)
Dr. Maureen (Dell) Thiec (23)
William & Anna (Costabile) Thomas (2)
Steve & Nancy Thompson (1)
Mr. Robert Tice (1)
Stephen & Robin (Boling) Toomey (9)
Ms. Mildred (Yurchik) Treml (19)
Bro. Mike Tripka, TOR (2)
Mr. Ralph & Dr. Rita Trofino (10)
Mr. James T. Tulloch (9)
Ms. Lynne C. Tuohy (7)
Ms. Patricia M. Tuohy (5)
The United Way of  

Southwestern Pennsylvania (1)
Dr. Matthew F. Ussia  

& Dr. Danelle M. Conner (4)
Marty & Cathy Vesco (2)
Ms. Carol P. (Smith) Villa (31)
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher H. Villarrial (11)
Charles & Helen Vizzini (23)
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Wagner (13)
Dr. & Mrs. Donald E. Walkovich (23)
Mr. George Warfield (1)
Ms. Patricia Furlong Wasserman (34)
Waste Stream Solutions (1)
Mr. Thomas J. Wehner (18)
Ms. Keila A. Whittington (2)
Williamson Leasing II, LLC (1)
Dr. Philip Woo Jr. (18)
Mr. Jimmy D. Wood (4)
Mr. Daniel J. Wukich (7)
Lonnie & Donna Yeisley (13)
Mr. Richard F. Young (21)
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Young Jr. (17)
Mr. William B. Zackowski Jr. (30)
Francesco & Joyce Zanzuccki (7)

u  �See the full list of those who have donated to the University  
during the 2020-2021 academic year at francis.edu/donors
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 $1.75 million for the 175th
a message from The Very Rev. Malachi Van Tassell, T.O.R., Ph.D. on the Capital Campaign 

for the Immaculate Conception Chapel enhancements and Alta Via scholarships

Please contact Robert Crusciel ’86, Vice President for Advancement  
at 814-472-3021 or rcrusciel@francis.edu to learn more about the 175th campaign.

Alumni Weekend 2022

“We give you praise O Lord, for it is you who have accomplished 
all we have done.”

These words from the prophet Isaiah capture our sentiments as 
we begin the 175th anniversary year of Saint Francis University. 
The Lord has blessed the University in abundance over the span of 
three centuries. To show our gratitude, we want to give generously 
to the Lord. For this reason, our 175th-anniversary capital cam-
paign focuses on the Chapel and our Catholic identity.

In Jewish worship, first fruits are offered to God. After the har-
vest, the best of the harvest is given to God in gratitude. The think-
ing is, ‘God gave us so much, so we give Him back our best.’ That 
is our thinking here too. After all God has done for the University 
over 175 years, we want His dwelling place to be beautiful.

After Old Main burned in 1942, the friars worked to rebuild the 
campus from the ashes. A building fund was established. Alumni 
and friends responded generously. The Immaculate Conception 
Chapel as we know it was dedicated in 1958. Believe it or not, 

though, there was always more to be done. The project went as far 
as it could with the resources at hand (and it went quite far!)

Today we seek to raise one million dollars to complete the vision 
for the Immaculate Conception Chapel. Religious art, structural 
enhancements, and new sacred vessels will enhance an already 
beautiful worship space. In the words of Pope Francis, “Every 
expression of true beauty can be acknowledged as a path leading to 
an encounter with the Lord Jesus.”

As part of this same campaign, we seek to raise $750,000 for 
Alta Via scholarships. Our Alta Via program is a special one for 
students seeking a uniquely Catholic and Franciscan experience. 
Alta Via scholars take specialized courses in Franciscan spirituality 
and journey with a Franciscan friar.

Our Catholic and Franciscan identity is our raison d’etre. Our 
Chapel is at the heart of our campus. Our desire is to give thanks to 
God during the 175th-anniversary celebration for all He has done 
for Saint Francis University.

A Celebration 175 Years in the Making!  More information coming soon...

July 28-31, Thursday through Sunday
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Scenes from
HOMECOMING 2021

Photos by Scott Stover and Alex Rivers
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Alex Kiepert, Business Analytics/Finance, Ebensburg, Pa.
Mattie Bossler, Exercise Physiology/PT, Lilly, Pa.
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ATHLETICS

22 

Now that the Flash are back in full swing, follow your favorite 
teams via a new mobile app. Developed in partnership with 
From Now On, the Saint Francis Red Flash mobile app features 
schedules, scores, and news for SFU fans.

Faith Huddle: The team celebrated Senior Night by clinching a spot in the NEC Tournament with a victory over 
Central Connecticut State University 3-0 on November 6.

Saint Francis University women’s volleyball claimed three major Northeast Conference (NEC) women’s volleyball 
awards for the 2021 season: NEC Coach of the Year, Head Coach Sara McMullen; NEC Player of the Year,  
Madi Tyus of Plano, Texas; and Rookie of the Year, Maggie Hogan of Northern Cambria, Pa.

Women’s Volleyball Crushes  
Northeast Conference Awards

Photo: RF iphone app

Fans can download the new  
Saint Francis Red Flash app today  
from both the App Store and Google Play.

Grab the App



23 Saint Francis University  /   MAGAZINE

Acing Academics

●  �439 student-athletes (82%) 
achieved a 3.0 grade-point 
average or better.

●  �310 student-athletes (58%) 
held a 3.50 grade-point 
average or better.

●  �77 student-athletes (14%) 
registered a perfect 4.0 
grade-point average.

Fall 2021 Stats
SFU student-athletes continue to 
excel in the classroom, boasting 
a department-wide 3.387 grade-
point average in Fall 2021. This 
makes the 46th-straight semester 
(23 consecutive years) SFU has 
maintained a department-wide 
GPA above 3.0. The total athletic 
department grade-point average is 
the fourth highest dating back to 
the fall of 2003.

●  �Women’s swimming and 
women’s indoor/outdoor cross 
country led the way with eight 
student-athletes each achieving 
a 4.0 grade-point average. 

●  �The men’s and women’s tennis 
teams finished with the two 
highest team grade-point aver-
ages with men’s tennis edging 
out the women’s tennis team 
3.896-3.866 for the top spot.
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For the first time in 619 days,  
the Saint Francis University men’s bas-
ketball team played in front of a crowd at 
DeGol Arena on Monday, November 15, 
2021. The team rewarded the return of 
the Red Flash faithful with a 100-54 win 
against Franciscan University in non-con-
ference action. Last season fans were not 
allowed in the stands due to COVID-19 so 
this game was the first game with fans at 
DeGol Arena since the Northeast Confer-
ence semifinals against Sacred Heart on 
March 7, 2020 when 1,423 fans were  
in attendance.

“When you have a chance to tell a story with 
your games, we jump on those opportunities 
and what better way to tell a story than a 
rivalry that goes back well before I was born. 
To share that experience on a basketball court. 
You can bring two basketball teams together 
that share the same mission and vision. There 
are not many basketball games that end with 
a prayer. Two teams coming together and 
sharing a moment. It’s a pretty special event,  
a pretty special game that I hope we  
can continue.”  
                                         —  �Head Coach Rob Krimmel ’00 on  

the Franciscan University bond

After 619 Days Away

Red Flash Fans  
Return to DeGol Arena

24 
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Director of Athletics James Downer has 
announced that Dr. Carrie Beebout has been 
appointed as the department’s Faculty Athletics 
Representative (FAR).

The FAR is a member of an institution’s faculty or adminis-
trative staff who is designated to represent their institution and 
faculty with the NCAA and the Northeast Conference. The FAR 
is a critical role in that he/she is charged with ensuring quality 
student-athlete well-being, academic integrity, and institutional 
control. The FAR helps to shepherd a dynamic experience for all 
student-athletes. 

Longest Run: Marques DeShields scored on a 98-yard touchdown run, which marked the longest run in Saint 

Francis football history in their game at Bryant University on October 16, 2021. (DeShields is shown here during the 

Homecoming game October 9 against Long Island University.)

Red Flash Names

Beebout became a member of the Saint Francis faculty in 2012 
and is currently the Program Director of the Physician Assistant 
Science Program in the School of Health Sciences and Education.

Beebout has served as Faculty Athletics Mentor (FAM) for the 
Women’s Soccer team since 2017 and has provided Sport Psy-
chology services to a number of individual athletes and teams on 
campus over the past five years. 

She earned a Doctorate of Psychology (PsyD) with a concentra-
tion in Sport Psychology from California Southern University, a 
Master’s of Physician Assistant Science from Saint Francis Univer-
sity, and a Bachelor’s in Liberal Arts from Excelsior College.

The October 30th win over Duquesne was  

Saint Francis’ first since 2016 and just the seventh in 

the matchup’s 42-game history. The Red Flash defense 

held a Duquesne offense that averaged 320 yards per 

game to just 206 yards on 66 plays.

Flash Prevail in 17-10 

Victory at Duquesne

New Faculty Athletics Representative

Photo by Scott Stover

Football Season Highlights: 
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The sports world is using 
more data and analytics when 
it comes to making decisions on the field. 
For example, with a fourth and two play in 
football 10 years ago, a team most likely 
would have punted the ball away. Now 
data shows “going for it” on fourth down 
increases the team’s chance to win. 

Data analytics is starting to hit the 
strength and conditioning rooms across 
the country as well. Here at Saint Fran-
cis University, The Red Flash Athletic 
Performance staff are starting to employ 

Velocity-Based Training

Velocity-Based Training practices.
Velocity-Based Training is a modern 

approach to strength training and power 

training which utilizes velocity tracking 
technology to provide rich objective data 
as a means to motivate and support real-
time adjustments in an athlete’s  
training plan. 

The Red Flash are currently using the 
principles of Velocity-Based Training, 
but would love to step up the impact by 
investing in equipment that provides better 
data. With more accurate data, the Athletic 
Performance staff could not only increase 
student-athletes performance but also help 
prevent injuries or assist with the overall 
well-being of the student.

“Our goal here is to prevent injuries and 
increase performance,” said Head Athletic 
Performance Coach Jake Myers. “If we 
develop a better athlete, coaches can create 
a better player. We want to give them all 
the tools in the toolbox and Velocity-Based 
training is a better tool. 

By having a device that measures speed, 
I know how fast athletes are moving,” said 
Myers. “The coach’s eye only goes so far. 
We could end up overtraining if I do not 
know how fast athletes are going.  
Overtraining is the one thing that we  
want to avoid because that is when  
injuries happen.”

Myers shared an example from The 
University of Alabama football program 
which credits the Velocity-Based Training 
for helping the Crimson Tide win the 2020 
national championship. One of the biggest 
reasons was that it decreased injuries by  
50 percent. 

“It’s performance enhancement, but it’s 
also injury prevention because we can train 

“It’s performance enhancement,  
but it’s also injury prevention 

because we can train optimally,  
not just training maximally.”

                                       —  Jake Myers, Head Athletic Performance Coach

 Vertical Jump Tracking: Not only is vertical jump used 
as a performance metric, jump heights can give insight into 
student-athlete fatigue and recovery levels as Coach Myers 
demonstrates with softball player Grace Vesco, an OT major 
from Uniontown, Ohio.
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Saint Francis University boasts high-caliber champion-
ship sports teams on top of impressive student-athlete academic 
achievements. The University, through its Center for Student-
Athlete Development and Academic Services, is investing in some 
exciting opportunities to make sure that success combo continues.

The newly formed Bob & Sharon Krimmel Leadership Institute 
will be the umbrella for all leadership and personal  
development programming. 

The Leadership Institute will provide a series of required and 
optional programs. During their four years at Saint Francis student-
athletes will have the opportunity to take part in mentorship experi-
ences, workshops, and community service activities.

Leadership Initiatives   
Define Student-Athlete Success

The four-year experience begins with “The Foundation Year.” 
All first year student-athletes are already required to enroll in 
GEN 101, the Freshman Student-Athlete Experience class. This 
program introduces students to some important leadership skills to 
help them manage their collegiate career. During their second year 
student-athletes will be required to attend a pair of workshops that 
are focused on their journey of self-exploration and understand-
ing. The third year is “The Connection Year.” Student-athletes will 
take part in various networking and career building programs. The 
journey continues in Year Four, “The Destination Year.” The focus 
is to help student-athletes reach their destination after college with 
an understanding of one’s identity beyond just their sport.

Myers wants to integrate an 
athletic performance approach 
at Saint Francis University.  
If you would like to support 
this project, please contact  
Jim Brazill, Senior Associate 
Director of Athletics,  
at 814-472-2774.

Support the 
health and  
well-being of our 
student-athletes:

optimally, not just training maximally,” 
said Myers. “If we have data for our worth 
of what we are doing, the better we are go-
ing to progress as an athletic performance 
program. Our goal is to improve athleti-
cism to improve performance on the field.”

Another benefit of the data collected 
through Velocity-Based Training is that 
it can highlight mental stressors as well 
as physical ones. Stressors that show in 
the metrics provide Myers and his staff a 
conversation point that could lead  
to an athlete opening up about  
mental well-being.

Feedback: Communication between student-athletes and coaches is vital 
in building trust to maximize the student-athlete experience at Saint Francis 
University. Coach Myers works with football player Greg Reddick, a Criminal Justice 
major from Miami, Fla.
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“I am incredibly blessed to be a part of the growth 
that FCA has seen over the last year. FCA is such 
a great space to meet other athletes and grow in 
our faith together. It is always such a bright spot in 
my week to gather and hear how God is working 
in each of our lives”

               —  �Elyssa Enrique  
of North Canton, Ohio (Sr., Lacrosse)

Fellowship, Food, and Fun
Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) has been 
serving the student-athletes and general popu-
lation of Saint Francis University for more than twenty years. 
An international and interdenominational organization, FCA has 
groups on campuses and in high schools, middle schools, and 
youth sports organizations across the globe. FCA strives to reach 
every athlete on every team with the message of the Gospel, and 
works to see the world impacted for Christ through the influence of 
coaches and athletes.

At Saint Francis University, FCA meets every Wednesday night 
with around 40-50 athletes in attendance each week. The group 
also has four athletics department employees on staff. Centered 
around fellowship, food, and fun, the meetings are designed to 
challenge student-athletes (and non-athletes alike) to grow in their 
faith and integrate their faith into sport and life. In the past few 
years, the group has seen a steady increase in weekly attendance 
with the addition of new Bible studies, countless new friendships 
and relationships with Christ! 

Student leaders share thoughts on  
Fellowship of Christian Athletes:

“FCA has brought me closer to my faith, as well 
as helped me to realize that God is present in 
everything that we do, especially through athletics 
and competition. Over my year and a half at Saint 
Francis, our chapter has grown significantly. It has 
been rewarding to see the amount of people who 
want to grow closer in their faith as well as have a 
better understanding of God. The future continues 
to look bright for FCA in Loretto!”

                      —  �Nick McGowan  
of Johnstown, Pa. (So., Football)

u  Follow the Red Flash at sfuathletics.com
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Coming Soon: The Connors Family Fine Arts Center

Ceremonial Groundbreaking: Chris Collins ’73, Co-Chair of Resinski Black Box Theatre Committee; Scott Riner, Junior 
English Major, Production Stage Manager; Fr. Joseph Lehman, T.O.R., Ph.D., Minister Provincial; Bonnie Resinski, Costume 
Designer, Wardrobe Manager, Adjunct Instructor; Fr. Malachi Van Tassell, T.O.R., Ph.D., University President: James Donovan, 
Interim Director of the Center for Fine Arts; Dr. Karan Powell, Vice President for Academic Affairs ; Sharon Hoffman ’80, 
President of the Alumni Association Board of Directors; Megan Wood, Senior Psychology and Spanish Major, Music and 
Wellness Minor; Dr. Lori Woods, Associate Dean, School of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics;  
Dr. Pete Skoner, ’85 (M), Dean, School of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics

Friday, October 1, 2021, the University community gathered to 
celebrate Founders Day and the groundbreaking for the Connors 
Family Fine Arts Center, the future home of the Resinski Black 
Box Theatre. The new fine arts center is expected to be ready 

Support 
the Project
If you would like to learn more or 
want to discuss supporting the Center, 
please contact SFU’s Advancement 
Office at 814-472-3021 or visit our 
website francis.edu/MakeAGift. 

for use by the fall of 2023. The new fine arts center began as a 
grassroots effort to honor the late Kenny Resinski, who served as 
a theatre faculty member and production director at the University 
from 1967 to 2013.

Shown here: Bonnie Resinski and 
fundraising co-chair Chris Collins ’73. 

Photo by JD Cavrich
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September 1970 Production
Directed by Kenny Resinski

Enjoy a trip down memory lane with scenes from 
the 1970 and 2021 productions of “Our Town.”Then & Now

Lauren Moore as Mrs. Gibbs
Tessa Paluzzi as Mrs. Webb

Erin Eckenrode as Mrs. Soames

Donna Jean (Arndt) Comiskey ’71 as Mrs. Gibbs
Patricia (Goche) Newell ’70 as Mrs. Webb

Christine (Corbett) Baker ’73 as Mrs. Soames

November 2021 Production
Directed by Lance Mekeel

Spring 2022 Production

Look for ticket information soon!
events.francis.edu

Hello Dolly!

Center for Fine Arts
Follow us on Facebook @sfucenterforfinearts

April 22-24
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Nondiscrimination and No Harassment Policy: Saint Francis University does not discriminate on the basis of gender, gender 
identity, age, race, color, ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, pregnancy status, veteran status, predis-
posing genetic characteristic or any protected classification. This policy applies to all programs and activities of the University, in-
cluding, but not limited to, admission and employment practices, educational policies, scholarship and loan programs and athletic 
or other University sponsored programs. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the University’s 
non-discrimination policy: Lynne Banks, Associate Dean of Students, Title IX Coordinator, 814.472.3352, lbanks@francis.edu. 
Visit www.francis.edu/University-Policies-and-Handbooks/ for full details.

FLASHBACKS
(Includes items submitted prior to Monday, November 8, 2021)

1970s

u In August 2020, a few alumni from the 
Class of 1978 made it up to The Colony 
Hotel in Kennebunkport, Maine to enjoy 
the comedy performance of fellow 
alumnus, Tom Clark. L to R: Mary Beth 
(Jurenovich) Natoli, Tom Clark, Terry 
(Bojanowski) DiSanto, Donna Mar-
cinkowski and Sandy (Cordell) Lantzy.

u Football alumni from the Class of 
1979 cheer on the Red Flash in their 
home opener win against Wagner  
College on Sept. 18, 2021.  
L to R: Sean Donoghue, Dave Shedlock, 
Steve Martynuska, and Tom McCabe.

1980s

u Dr. Annemarie DeLessio-Matta, 
DMD ’89 was recently sworn in as the 
President of the Connecticut State 
Dental Association on May 5, 2021, 
during the Annual Session of the CSDA 
House of Delegates. Dr. DeLessio-Matta 
will serve a one-year term. “I’m thrilled 
to serve as president of the CSDA 
this coming year,” said Dr. DeLessio-
Matta. “We are still in the middle of a 
global pandemic, so I know my work 
and the work of the Board of Governors 
will continue to be difficult, but as a 
team, we will continue to support the 
dental profession in Connecticut and 
help dental offices move forward.” Dr. 
DeLessio-Matta is a pediatric dentist in 
Southbury, Conn. 
u The Disciplinary Board of the 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania 

u Nate Sanders ’15 and his wife Alyssa 
Sanders welcomed their daughter Lyla 
Grace Sanders on April 11, 2021.

announced the appointment of Pitts-
burgh attorney John (Jack) P. Goodrich 
’83 as Board Chair, effective April 1, 
2021. Jack Goodrich was first appointed 
as a member of the Disciplinary Board 
in April 2016. Goodrich is a principal 
of the law firm Goodrich & Associates 
in Pittsburgh, Pa., where his practice 
focuses on personal injury with a con-
centration on head trauma and vehicular 
accidents including wrongful death and 
complex civil personal injury litigation. 
Jack serves Saint Francis University as 
a member of the President’s Cabinet. 

Births and Adoptions
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Marriages and Anniversaries

u Hugo J. Tomes ’51 and Helen J. Tomes celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary on July 14th, 2022.  
They have two daughters, two grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. Hugo and Helen reside in Fredricksburg, Va.

u Brooke Semelsberger ’18 MOT ’19 and Corbin Corrente (both photos above) were united in marriage on July 25, 2020, at 
Prince of Peace Catholic Church in Northern Cambria, Pa. Several SFU graduates were part of the bridal party. Brooke is 
employed as a school-based licensed occupational therapist at Camco Physical and Occupational Therapy, LLC, Johnstown, 
while Corbin, a graduate of Penn State University, University Park, is a mechanical engineer at Navmar Applied Sciences,  
Johnstown. The couple resides in Ebensburg.

We love to hear from our alumni! Please share with 
us information about career changes, promotions, 
relocations, volunteer work, engagements, marriages, 
births, and interesting things.
We welcome photos and will publish them as space 
permits. High quality digital files are best. A larger file 
size (300dpi or higher) is better than a smaller file size. 
Photos submitted by mail will not be returned.

How to Submit a Flashback
Flashbacks can be sent to: 
sfu-alumni-office@francis.edu
OR Fax: 814-472-3044
OR: ��Flashbacks 

c/o Office of Alumni Engagement 
Saint Francis University 
PO Box 600 
Loretto, PA 15940
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Deaths 
Donald D. Anderson ’75 
John “Jay” Auses ’70
Virginia “Gini” (Weippert) Barber ’82 
Dr. Adrian F. Baylock ’58
Eric Brintzinghoffer ’67 
Thomas W. Burke ’61 
William Burket ’73
Leonard Burns ’62 
Daniel J. Callaghan ’82 
William J. Callahan ’49 
Charlene (Damratowski)  

Caracciolo ’89
Patrick Cannonie ’80 
Jacqueline M. Castel ’18 
John F. Castonguay ’68 

Patrick Colwell ’82
Dan DiCio ’62
Anthony F. DiGirolamo ’47 
Patrick F. Farace ’54
Gary F. Glass ’00 
Kevin S. Grodzki ’77
Edwin Hutcheson ’79 
Michael O. Ingoldsby ’67 
Linda (Collins) Ivanitz ’75 
Michael J. Klein ’78 
Robert J. Konior M’84 
Dominic Laiti ’58
Edward Lentz ’68 
Lisa (Smith) Little ’95
Edward J. Marinak ’59 
Richard Matera ’59 
George F. Matta II ’83 

Dennis T. McNulty ’50 
Richard Migliore M’78 
Dennis Montini ’68 
Leo R. Morris Jr. ’64
Stanley Niedzwiecki ’59 
Maryann (McCarthy) O’Leary ’60
Frederick Pheiffer ’64 
Paul Plaia ’64
Edward J. Puchalla ’59
Earl J. Reinhart ’67
Geraldine (Hanyak) Richards ’61 
Maurice Rossi ’57
Kenneth Rutkowski ’81 
William J. Saller, Jr. ’56 
Judith A. Sarama ’66 
Charles Swick ’60 
Daniel E. Zabo M’80

(List includes names submitted prior to Monday, November 8, 2021)

Note: Martin McDermott ’72 was mistakenly listed as deceased in  
the last edition of the University magazine. We regret the error. 
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