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Great grocery 
deals

Check our  
Randy’s BiLo  

and Ideal Market  
ads inside.

Tuesday’s Mega Millions
02-10-31-44-57
Megaball: 10  Megaplier: 4
More Lottery numbers: B8

WEATHER
Sunny and mild. 
High 48, low 33.
Five-day 
forecast/B8

LOCAL

Cambria County
Backpack Project  
adds new distribution 
site in Ebensburg.
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BRICK WALL 
Jarry tallies NHL-best sixth shutout 
as Penguins blank slumping Jets. B1.

DOWN AND OUT 
Portage girls fall to River Valley  

in Heritage Conference semifinal. B1.

Serving Greater Johnstown since 1853

BY BROOKE SCHULTZ 
and MARC LEVY
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARRISBURG – Gov. 
Josh Shapiro’s second budget 
proposes significant increas-
es to education and econom-
ic development and would 
regulate adult-use marijua-
na, while leaning heavily on 
Pennsylvania’s flush reserves 
to underwrite his vision.

The Democrat on Tuesday 
unveiled his budget for the 
2024-25 fiscal year, which 
begins on July 1, in front of a 
joint session of the House and 
Senate in the ornate Capitol 
Rotunda, 
w a t c h e d 
over  by 
a  heavy 
p o l i c e 
presence.

After a 
relatively  
m o d e s t 
first-year 
b u d g e t 
proposal,  
S h a p i r o 
returned in his second year 
with an admittedly “ambitious” 
$48.3 billion plan that would 
marshal billions more for 
underfunded public schools, 
public transit, higher educa-
tion and major industrial and 
high-tech projects to invigo-
rate a slow-growing economy.

“I know that’s a bold vision, 
and some will reflexively be 
opposed, saying, ‘We can’t 

Shapiro airs 
budget plan 
for 2024-25
Governor: Spend more on 
schools, economic growth

BY ERIC SCICCHITANO
CNHI STATE REPORTER

HARRISBURG – Gov. 
Josh Shapiro made clearing 
medical debt for thousands of 
Pennsylvanians a budgetary 
priority on Tuesday.

In his spending proposal 
for 2024-25, Shapiro called 
for $4 million to buy unpaid 
medical bills from hospitals 
and health care providers  
– a type of lingering bad debt 
typically sent to commercial 
debt collectors – and forgive 
the debt outright.

“Pennies on the dollar” is 
how state Rep. Arvind Ven-
kat, D-Allegheny, described 
such a purchase, spending $1 
for every $100 of debt. At that 
rate, a $4 million investment 
by the commonwealth would 
wipe away an estimated  
$400 million in unpaid bills.

“Because hospitals sell off 
this debt to collection agen-
cies for pennies on the dol-
lar, with an investment of just  
$4 million in my budget, 
we can start wiping out 

Proposal would 
erase big chunk 
of medical debt 
in Pennsylvania

‘REALLY FUN THING TO DO’

Shapiro

Please see SHAPIRO, A2 Please see DEBT, A2

BY JOSHUA BYERS
JBYERS@TRIBDEM.COM

LORETTO – St. Francis  
University students on Tuesday 
morning walked three shelter 
dogs between desks in a closed-
off section of the campus library.

The activity was part of  
Shlomit Flaisher-Grinberg’s 
class on canine learning and 

behavior, which has been 
offered at the Loretto universi-
ty for the past nine years.

The lesson of the day was 
dog-to-dog communication. 

Adjunct professor and dog 
trainer Megan Mills guided the 
students through the training  

– pointing out the dogs’ physical 
cues and telling students how to 
keep the pooches focused.

Throughout the course, the 
students learn to care for the 
dogs, teach them good etiquette 
and study their behavior.

“They’re getting trained and 

they’re getting spoiled,” joked 
Flaisher-Grinberg, an associate 
professor of psychology.

Dogs, students learn from each other

TODD BERKEY/THE TRIBUNE-DEMOCRAT

Larry, a rescue dog from the Humane Society of Cambria County, is all smiles as he sits with St. Francis University students Autumn Baum (left) and Joel 
Godissart on Tuesday before a class on canine learning and behavior at the Loretto campus. Check out more photos online at www.TribDem.com.

‘Real-life’ study in St. Francis canine class

Please see DOGS, A2

BY JOSHUA BYERS
JBYERS@TRIBDEM.COM

Adjustments to a memorandum 
of understanding between Greater  
Johnstown School District and Pennsylva-
nia Highlands Community College’s culi-
nary partnership were approved by the 
Greater Johnstown school board at Tues-
day’s meeting.

Michael Dadey, assistant to the superin-
tendent, who was filling in for Superinten-
dent Amy Arcurio, said the changes set the 
schedule for high school students to attend 
the new Penn Highlands culinary arts 
facility on the 400 block of Main Street in 
downtown Johnstown.

“How many kids are attending, how 
many days they’ll be down there ... and the 

tuition,” Dadey said.
The two entities announced the culinary 

arts program in October 2022 as renova-
tions to accommodate the culinary facil-
ity were getting underway at a former  
Johnstown storefront.

The program allows Greater Johnstown 

Culinary center schedules set for high schoolers
Greater Johnstown, Penn Highlands team effort progressing downtown

Please see CULINARY, A2

BY DAVE SUTOR
DSUTOR@TRIBDEM.COM

Hosanna Industries and the 
1889 Foundation are again 
combining efforts in 2024 to 
provide free basic home repairs 
for Johnstown property own-
ers who otherwise would not be 
able to afford the upgrades.

On Tuesday, the foundation 
announced that it has award-
ed the nonprofit organization a 
$500,000 grant to do work this 

year on at least 25 homes, spe-
cifically within the city proper.

“No. 1, being able to help 
homeowners in need is always 
fantastic in whatever ways we 
can, as far as the repairs and 
anything that they might need,” 
1889 Foundation President Sue 
Mann said. “But secondly, we’re 
trying to keep properties and 

homes from further deteriorat-
ing and then becoming a blight-
ed situation. We really see this 
as kind of twofold.”

1889 Foundation has granted 
$1.5 million total – $500,000 
each year from 2022 through 
2024 – to Hosanna Industries’ 
Johnstown Resurrection Proj-
ect, which is also supported by 

the Johnstown Redevelopment 
Authority.

The foundation’s money has 
also been leveraged to bring 
in an additional $4.7 million 
from other sources. All told, the 
funding has paid for repairs to 
more than 100 homes.

1889 Foundation again backs free home repair workKatie  
DeJournette, 

of Hosanna 
Industries, 

removes an old 
window from 

a residence on 
Cooper Avenue 
in the Coopers-
dale section of 
Johnstown on 

April 21.

THOMAS SLUSSER/ 
THE TRIBUNE-DEMOCRAT

Hosanna Industries to fix up 25+ houses in city

Please see REPAIR, A2

BY PATRICK BUCHNOWSKI
PBUCHNOWSKI@TRIBDEM.COM

LILLY – A Lilly-area woman was 
jailed on Monday, accused of smoth-
ering her 5-year-old son to death after 
reportedly hearing voices, authorities 
said.

Cresson Township police charged 

Jennifer Lynnette Bowser, 41, of the 
100 block of Cosey Lane, with criminal 
homicide, aggravated assault and stran-
gulation.

According to a complaint affidavit, 
police were called to Martha’s Manor, 
a senior living facility on Cosey Lane in 
Cresson Township, at around 2:30 p.m. 

Monday for a report of a child in cardi-
ac arrest.

Police said they found Bowser’s sister 
performing cardiopulmonary resusci-
tation (CPR) on Samson Bowser, Jen-
nifer Bowser’s 5-year-old son, with a 

Officials: Lilly-area woman kills her son, 5
Cambria County District Attor-
ney Gregory Neugebauer (right) 
answers questions about the 
homicide of Samson Bowser, 5, as 
Cambria County Coroner Jeffrey 
Lees listens during a press confer-
ence on Tuesday at Lees’ office  
in the Central Park Complex  
in downtown Johnstown.

THOMAS SLUSSER/THE TRIBUNE-DEMOCRAT

Homicide, assault, strangulation counts filed

Please see KILLS, A2

 St. Francis students adapt toy 
cars for kids with disabilities/A8

OBITUARY

Country music star 
Toby Keith dies at 62. 
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afford that,’ ” Shapiro told law-
makers during an 87-minute 
speech, “but I would argue we 
can’t afford not to invest right 
now.”

Much of Shapiro’s plan will 
face stiff resistance in the Repub-
lican-controlled Senate. There, 
Senate Majority Leader Joe Pit-
tman, R-Indiana, criticized the 

spending as 
“absolutely 
fiscally irre-
s p o n s i b l e 
and unsus-
tainable.”

D e m o -
crats who 
control the 
state House 
applauded 
S h a p i r o ’ s 
plan. 

The chambers will begin bud-
get hearings in two weeks.

With a nod to his burgeon-
ing catchphrase, Shapiro called 
on lawmakers to “get more stuff 
done.”

Shapiro’s spending request 
would increase total autho-
rized spending by 7% through 
the state’s main bank account, 
while tax collections are pro-
jected to increase by $1 billion, 
or 2%. The budget propos-
al holds the line on taxes, and 
instead uses about $3 billion in 
reserve cash to balance.

The proposal would shrink 
the state’s cash reserve from 
$14 billion to $11 billion, while 
public schools, higher educa-
tion and human services would 
absorb much of the increase in 
spending.

A hefty boost to public schools 
is a cornerstone of Shapiro’s pro-
posal, coming after a court rul-
ing that found that Pennsylva-
nia’s system of school funding 
unconstitutionally discriminates 
against poorer schools.

Shapiro wants a $1.1 bil-
lion increase, or 14% more, for 
public school operations and 
instruction, meeting a school 
funding commission’s recom-
mendation last month support-
ed by his appointees. A signifi-
cant portion, about $872 mil-
lion, would go toward poorer 
schools, a proposal that drew 
enthusiasm from public school 
advocates and teachers’ unions.

Shapiro also wants more 
money for student-teacher sti-
pends, mental health coun-
seling, special education and 
school construction, as well as 
putting menstrual hygiene prod-
ucts in schools.

Shapiro said his plan deliv-
ers another $2 billion to public 
schools, when combined with 
savings from tighter limits on 
charter school reimbursements.

“This is ambitious,” Shapiro 
said to Democrats’ applause. 

“None of this is easy, and 
all of it will require us to work 
together.”

However, he also reiterated 
his support for a private school 
voucher program – a proposal 
that is backed by Republicans, 
opposed by Shapiro’s fellow 
Democrats and that helped pre-
cipitate a months-long budget 
fight last year.

With his “competitive spirit” 
in mind, Shapiro wants to catch 
up to other states that are ahead 
of Pennsylvania.

As a new revenue stream, 
Shapiro wants to legalize adult-
use marijuana, following the 
example of neighbors Ohio, 
New Jersey and New York. Sha-
piro’s administration estimates 
the industry would eventually 
yield $250 million in additional 
annual revenue. He also called 
for expunging records of those 
incarcerated for marijuana, and 
using $5 million for restorative 
justice.

To bolster students continu-
ing through post-secondary, 
Shapiro’s budget allots an extra  
$200 million, or 10% more, for 
the state’s higher education insti-
tutions, an acknowledgment that 
Pennsylvania lags nearly every 
other state in funding high-
er education. The extra money 
would come with a reimag-
ined state-owned higher edu-
cation system that distributes 
aid based on transparency and  
performance-based measures.

In addition to pushing for a 
$15 minimum wage and mak-
ing higher education more 
affordable, Shapiro wants to 
attract major industrial and 
high-tech businesses by bor-
rowing $500 million for site 
development to entice industri-
al and tech businesses to choose 
Pennsylvania.

“We need to build a more 
competitive Pennsylvania that 
starts in our classrooms, runs 
through our union halls and our 
small businesses, through our 
farmlands and our high-rises, 
our college campuses, and leads 
to a life of opportunity and a 
retirement with dignity,” Shap-
iro said.

Shapiro’s proposal would 
boost spending on home and 
community services for the 
intellectually disabled and 
autistic by about $200 million, 
or 12% more.

That’s about half the amount 
that advocates say is needed 
to fix a system beset by staff-
ing shortages, low pay and a  
thousands-long waiting list. 

Still, advocates applauded it.
“It’s the first large systemic 

effort at addressing this issue,” 
said Richard Edley, of the Reha-
bilitation and Community Pro-
viders Association. “This isn’t 
going to fix it, but at least it’s a 
major step toward addressing 
it.”

Another significant invest-
ment would go to public trans-
portation, increasing state aid 
by about $280 million, or about 
20%. More than half of that 
would go to the Philadelphia- 
area Southeastern Pennsylva-
nia Transportation Authority, 

or SEPTA.
Shapiro also wants to send 

$31 million more to help the 
Pennsylvania State Police main-
tain and update its fleet of vehi-
cles and aircrafts. The propos-
al comes after prison escapee 
Danilo Cavalcante eluded hun-
dreds of law enforcement offi-
cers for two weeks.

Specifically targeting gun vio-
lence, Shapiro is seeking mil-
lions more to audit gun retailers 
and monitor social media for 
threats, to expand after-school 
programming for adolescents, 
and to clean up shared spac-
es such as parks and recreation 
areas that he said are most 
affected by gun violence.

Other funding requests target 
housing needs, such as home 
repair subsidies and for those 
facing eviction to have legal 
counsel, and health care pro-
grams, including money to pre-
vent hospital closures and lower 
medical debt, prescription drug 
prices and the cost of health 
insurance.

‘A starting point’

State Sen. Wayne Langerholc 
Jr., R-Richland Township, said 
there are always issues with the 
budget proposals outlined by 
Pennsylvania governors. 

This year’s plan is no differ-
ent, partic-
ularly when 
it comes to 
s p e n d i n g 
figures.

But Lang-
erholc called 
the proposal 
“a starting 
point.”

“Early on, 
the  usual 
reaction is 
to blast and chastise,” he said on 
Tuesday.

“Yes, there are some high 
spending numbers proposed,” he 
added, but at this point, they are 
nothing more than proposals.

Fiscal watchdogs, including 
the 24-member state Senate 
Appropriations Committee, will 
work to reign in “lofty” spend-
ing to make sure tax dollars are 
being used wisely, said Langer-
holc, a member of the commit-
tee alongside state Sen. Patrick 
Stefano, R-Fayette.

“There’s tremendous poten-
tial to foster growth in our com-
monwealth ... without over-
spending,” he said.

The Tribune-Democrat report-
er David Hurst contributed to 
this report.

SHAPIRO
Continued from A1

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gov. Josh Shapiro delivers his budget address for the 2024-25 fiscal year 
to a joint session of the state House and the state Senate on Tuesday in the 
Rotunda of the state Capitol in Harrisburg.

Pittman

Langerholc

medical debt for Pennsylvanians and give them 
the chance to succeed financially,” Shapiro said 
during his budget address.

“This is an issue that disproportionate-
ly impacts our rural communities – at the same 
time as we face a crisis in rural health care,” he 
said.

The expense hardly registers in a general fund 
budget estimated at $48.3 billion, representing 
just 0.008% of the proposed collective spending. 

However, the return would be huge for qualify-
ing state residents, officials said.

The Shapiro administration estimates that 
as of December 2020, Pennsylvanians carried a 
total of more than $1.8 billion in medical debt 
that was in the collections stage.

A summertime survey of 1,400 Pennsylvanians 
by Altarum, a nonprofit research group, found 
that more than half had delayed or went without 
health care in the past year due to cost. Nearly a 
quarter said they or a relative had overdue bills, 
and one-third said they incurred debt, depleted 
savings or skipped spending on basic needs to 
meet health care costs.

Rural areas are particularly burdened by bad 
debt. Five of the top seven counties carrying the 
greatest per-capita share of debt are rural, an 
examination of credit bureau and census data by 
the Urban Institute found. The share was espe-
cially heavy on communities of color, low-income 
people and the uninsured.

‘When you least expect it’

“Everybody agrees that medical debt is a bad 
thing. Unlike a loan for college or mortgage debt, 
no one takes it on willingly. It comes on when 
you least expect it,” said Venkat, a Pittsburgh- 
area emergency room physician and the lone phy-
sician currently elected to the General Assembly.

The initiative stems from legislation proposed 
by Venkat to create the Medical Debt Relief Act.

The bill cleared the House last June, with all 
Democrats plus 12 Republicans voting in favor, 
including state Rep. Jim Rigby, R-Ferndale. 

While it remains stalled in the Senate, its terms 
were nearly adopted as part of the fiscal code bill 
enacted in December, but were a late scratch as 
negotiations ended.

A spokesman for the Hospital and Healthsys-
tem Association of Pennsylvania said that the 
organization is neutral on the proposal.

“That said, Pennsylvania’s hospital communi-
ty appreciates Rep. Venkat’s work towards our 
shared goal of improving the affordability of 
care,” spokesman Chris Daley said.

Though the governor’s terms aren’t yet spelled 
out, it’s likely to match the bill proposal.

The state Department of Health would oversee 
the program and contract with a third-party debt 
relief coordinator to identify and purchase the 
debt. Because the coordinator would be a charity, 
there would be no tax implications for the forgiv-
en debt.

RIP Medical Debt is currently performing the 
task for Pittsburgh, and the contractor is a likely 
partner for the state, Venkat said.

The debt relief program seeks to cast a wide 
net, offering help to households at or below 
400% of the federal poverty level. Singles earn-
ing up to $60,240 would qualify. For a family of 
four, the income limit would be $124,800.

Any household with medical debt equal to or 
exceeding 5% of its collective income would also 
qualify.

Venkat’s bill also seeks transparency from hos-
pitals, requiring them to publicize their chari-
ty care programs and help potentially qualifying 
patients apply – preventing them from falling 
deeper into debt. They’d also be required to hold 
bills in abeyance until a charity determination is 
rendered.

The Pennsylvania Health Care Cost Con-
tainment Council estimated that hospitals had  
$752 million in bad debt and charity care in fis-
cal 2022, down $42 million from the year prior.

That’s the type of bad debt that drives up 
health care costs across the board, Venkat said. 

Erasing the debt not only helps the debtor, he 
said, but also should result in lower costs for all, 
provide some financial return for hospitals and 
improve public perception.

“Hospitals are often asked to just forgive 
patient medical debt, but that would create chaos 
with their financial status and ability to inter-
act with banks and bondholders. This program 
allows forgiveness while giving hospitals what 
they would get financially without undermining 
patients,” Venkat said.

Eric Scicchitano is the CNHI Pennsylva-
nia statehouse reporter. Follow him on Twitter  
@ericshick11.

DEBT
Continued from A1

This year, the group part-
nered with the Humane Soci-
ety of Cambria County to get 
shelter dogs – Larry, Ambassa-
dor and Wanda.

Flaisher-Grinberg said that 
she and Mills have worked 
with other organizations in the 
past, but they always choose 
shelters because their dogs 
“actually need us.”

The idea to hold this class 
came from a previous psychol-
ogy professor, but Flaisher- 
Grinberg took it over at the 
start of her tenure at St. Fran-
cis University.

Flaisher-Grinberg handles 
the coursework, while Mills 
provides instruction for the 
labs, such as Tuesday’s training 
session in the library.

“It ’s real-life, hands-on 
learning,” Mills said.

Flaisher-Grinberg noted 
that the knowledge the stu-
dents gain in class has a lot of 
value in the future.

According to the course 
description, students get 
hands-on training in applying 
the concepts of reinforcement, 
conditioning and behavioral 
analysis, while the dogs get a 
second chance at life and the 
goal of adoption.

Once they complete the 
course, the dogs earn an Amer-
ican Kennel Club Canine Good 

Citizen certification, a diplo-
ma and a St. Francis Universi-
ty graduate collar tag during a 
special ceremony.

“All in all, it makes them 
much more adoptable,” said 
student Trinity Weimer, who 
is training Ambassador in a 
group with fellow zoology and 
aquarium science major Jordan 
Shank and physician assistant 
major Carissa Novotny.

Weimer said she took a pre-
requisite class that focused on 
shelter cats, and moving to this 
course was the next step in her 
schedule, adding that it was 
a “really fun thing to do.” She 
hopes to work with ambassador 
animals in the future, such as 
those that greet visitors at zoos.

So far, Shank said, the dogs 
have been good and the class 
offers great experience with 
animals. Novotny agreed, add-
ing that she hopes to use her 
new know-how in her future 
career as a physician assistant, 
possibly with therapy dogs.

Once the spring semester is 
finished, the dogs will hope-
fully be adopted, but Flaisher- 
Grinberg said that in some 
cases, students have kept the 
canines for independent study, 
or the dogs stayed on cam-
pus for integration into other 
departments.

Joshua Byers is a reporter 
for The Tribune-Democrat. He 
can be reached at 814-532-
5054. Follow him on Twitter  
@Journo_Josh.

DOGS
Continued from A1

High School students to take 
lessons and earn college cred-
its toward a degree before 
graduation.

During the courses, they’ll 
hone their skills in food prepa-
ration, plating, cooking and 
related endeavors. They’ll also 
receive ServSafe food safety 
training.

Then, after graduation, the 
students can enroll at Penn 
Highlands and complete three 
more semesters there to finish 
an associate’s degree in culi-
nary arts. They could also con-
tinue their training and move 
on to a four-year degree in that 
field.

Equipment for the downtown 

culinary facility was moved 
into the building in August, but 
the progress was halted sever-
al times due to issues involving 
utilities. Since then, the finish-
ing touches have been placed on 
what project leaders call a state-
of-the-art kitchen, and students 
began taking classes there in 
January. There are five Greater 
Johnstown students training at 
the facility.

“From what  I  under-
stand, things are going pret-
ty smoothly,” Penn Highlands 
President Steve Nunez said.

A ribbon-cutting event to 
officially open the location is 
set for March 27.

Joshua Byers is a reporter 
for The Tribune-Democrat. He 
can be reached at 814-532-
5054. Follow him on Twitter  
@Journo_Josh.

CULINARY
Continued from A1

Hosanna Industries found-
er the Rev. Donn Ed, an Upper 
Yoder Township native, said 
in a released statement: “Our 
hearts are humbled by the 
magnanimous support of the 
1889 Foundation without 
whose trust and confidence 
these initiatives could not take 
place, the collaboration with 
the Johnstown Redevelop-
ment Authority, the enthusi-
asm of hundreds of charitable 
volunteers from far and near, 
and the many gracious contri-
butions from congregations, 
businesses, schools, and indi-

viduals in the Johnstown com-
munity.”

Allegheny County-based 
Hosanna Industries can do a 
wide range of work on homes, 
including installing windows, 
vinyl siding and flooring, along 
with painting exteriors and 
interiors, and general remod-
eling. Houses must be within 
Johnstown proper to qualify.

More information about 
the project can be obtained by 
calling the Johnstown Rede-
velopment Authority at 814-
535-6564.

Dave Sutor is a reporter for 
The Tribune-Democrat. He 
can be reached at 814-532-
5056. Follow him on Twitter  
@Dave_Sutor.
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Cambria County 911 dispatch-
er giving instruction via speak-
erphone. A medical team 
from Cambria Alliance EMS 
arrived, but the child was not 
able to be revived, the affidavit 
said.

Police later learned that the 
owner of Martha’s Manor, Jen-
nifer Bowser’s mother, had 
allowed Jennifer Bowser and 
her son to live there in order to 
better care for them.

Family members report-
edly said that Jennifer Bows-
er was taken to Nulton Diag-
nostic & Treatment Center on 
Jan. 30 for an intake evalua-
tion because she was “hearing 
voices,” according to the com-
plaint, and they were waiting 
for an official diagnosis.

Jennifer Bowser alleged-
ly told police that she heard 
voices on Sunday night com-
ing from a “machine box,” tell-

ing her to smother the boy. She 
allegedly pinched the boy’s 
nose closed and shoved her 
fingers down his throat to pre-
vent him from breathing.

“Clearly, from the common-
wealth’s perspective, this is 
a homicide,” Cambria Coun-
ty District Attorney Gregory 
Neugebauer said.

Je n n i f e r  B o w s e r  w a s 
arraigned by on-call District 
Judge John Prebish, of Cres-
son, and is being held without 
bond at Cambria County Pris-
on in Ebensburg.

Cambria County Coroner Jef-
frey Lees said on Tuesday eve-
ning that an autopsy at Foren-
sicDx in Windber revealed that 
Samson Bowser’s cause of death 
was asphyxia from compression 
of the chest and obstruction of 
the airway. Lees ruled the man-
ner of death homicide.

Patrick Buchnowski is a 
reporter for The Tribune-Dem-
ocrat. He can be reached at 814-
532-5061. Follow him on Twit-
ter @PatBuchnowskiTD.
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IN BRIEF
Appeals court: Trump 
can face election trial

WASHINGTON – A feder-
al appeals panel ruled Tues-
day that Donald Trump can 
face trial on charges that 
he plotted to overturn the 
results of the 2020 election, 
sharply rejecting the former 
president’s claims that he is 
immune from prosecution 
while setting the stage for 
additional challenges that 
could further delay the case.

The ruling is significant 
not only for its repudiation 
of Trump’s novel immuni-
ty claims, but also because it 
breathes life back into a pros-
ecution that had been effec-
tively frozen for weeks as the 
court considered the appeal. 

Yet the one-month gap 
between when the court 
heard arguments and issued 
its ruling has already created 
uncertainty about the timing 
of a trial in an election year, 
with the judge overseeing the 
case last week canceling the 
initial March 4 date.

Trump’s team vowed to 
appeal, which could postpone 
the case by weeks or months 
– particularly if the Supreme 
Court agrees to take it up. 

Senate’s Ukraine, 
border deal collapses

WASHINGTON – A Sen-
ate deal on border enforce-
ment measures and Ukraine 
aid suffered a swift and total 
collapse Tuesday as Repub-
licans withdrew support 
despite President Joe Biden 
urging Congress to “show 
some spine” and stand up to 
Donald Trump.

Just minutes after the 
Democratic president’s 
remarks at the White House, 
Senate Republican Leader 
Mitch McConnell emerged 
from a GOP luncheon at the 
Capitol and acknowledged 
that the deal was dead.

Bid to impeach 
border chief fails

WASHINGTON – In a 
dramatic setback, House 
Republicans failed on Tues-
day to impeach Homeland 
Security Secretary Alejandro 
Mayorkas, forced to shelve 
a high-profile priority – for 
now – after a few GOP law-
makers refused to go along 
with the party’s plan.

The stunning roll call fell 
just a single vote short of 
impeaching Mayorkas, stall-
ing the Republicans’ drive to 
punish the Biden administra-
tion over its handling of the 
U.S-Mexico border. 

House Speaker Mike John-
son’s spokesman Raj Shah 
said they “fully intend” to 
reconsider the articles of 
impeachment against Mayor-
kas “when we have the votes 
for passage.”

Hamas ‘generally 
positive’ on truce plan

DOHA, Qatar –Hamas’ 
response to the latest plan 
for a cease-fire in Gaza and 
the release of hostages was 
“generally positive,” key medi-
ator Qatar said Tuesday, as 
the militant group reiterat-
ed its demand for an end to 
the war, something Israel has 
thus far ruled out.

Qatari Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdurrahman Al Thani 
announced the response 
during a news conference 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, who said he 
would brief Israeli leaders on 
it Wednesday when he meets 
with them.

Hamas said in a statement 
that it responded in a “posi-
tive spirit” to the latest pro-
posal. But the militant group 
said it still seeks “a compre-
hensive and complete” cease-
fire to end “the aggression 
against our people.” 

Hamas is also expected to 
demand the release of a large 
number of Palestinian pris-
oners, including high-profile 
militants, in exchange for the 
hostages.


