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BY MARC LEVY
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARRISBURG – Gov. Josh 
Shapiro is set to deliver a sec-
ond budget proposal to Penn-
sylvania lawmakers on Tuesday 
with a firmer grasp on how he 
wants to pursue several top pri-
orities, his state in a relatively 
strong fiscal position and les-
sons learned from last year’s 
ugly budget fight.

Most details of the Democrat-
ic governor’s budget plan for 

the 2024-25 fiscal year, which 
starts July 1, remain under 
wraps. But Shapiro has made it 
clear he will seek more money 
for higher education and pub-

lic transit agencies and possibly 
underfunded public schools.

He also wants to spend more 

Shapiro to deliver budget address
Pitch to include more money 
for education, public transit; 
key details still under wraps

Shapiro

‘TRYING TO FIT THE NEED’

BY JOSHUA BYERS
JBYERS@TRIBDEM.COM

LORETTO – St. Francis 
University students from three 
departments have combined 
forces to provide adaptive 
toy vehicles to area children 
through the revived GoBaby-
Go program on campus.

“We’re trying to fit the need 
in the middle,” said Cassandra 
Movinsky, assistant professor 
of physical therapy. “A toy that 
is therapeutic, but fun.”

Movinsky started her career 
at the university last year and 

wanted to restart the GoBaby-
Go program, which was post-
poned during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Last summer, the group 

rolled its first adaptive 
children’s vehicle off the assem-
bly line and started another 
group of evaluations to provide 
fun and increased mobility to 
more kids with disabilities. 

Occupational therapy, phys-
ical therapy and engineer-
ing students are working this 
semester on six vehicles, which 
they plan to present to area 
families in May.

“It’s pretty awesome,” said 
Julie Nagle, assistant professor 
of occupational therapy.

T he  idea  behind the 

GoBabyGo program, which 
started at the University of 
Delaware and now has more 
than 40 U.S. chapters, is to 
make children’s playtime 
more inclusive and to provide 
additional social opportuni-
ties for children with disabili-
ties or limitations. Its mission 
is “increasing mobility and  
quality-of-life solutions for 
children whose access to such 
may be limited during their 

Students create toy cars 
for kids with disabilities

TODD BERKEY/THE TRIBUNE-DEMOCRAT

Brother Marius Strom, St. Francis University engineering laboratory instructor, checks out a circuit board inside an adaptive children’s toy car being 
built as part of the GoBabyGo program on Monday at the Loretto campus.

NagleMovinsky
St. Francis program offers fun, mobility
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“It opens up a lot of 
different environments 
for them.”

CASSANDRA MOVINSKY,  
ST. FRANCIS UNIVERSITY, 

ON KIDS WHO BENEFIT FROM 
THE GOBABYGO PROGRAM

BY JOHN ANTCZAK, 
CHRISTOPHER WEBER 
and JULIE WATSON 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES – A storm of 
historic proportions dumped 
a record amount of rain over 
parts of Los Angeles on Mon-
day, sending mud and boul-
ders down hillsides dotted with 
multi-million-dollar homes 
while people living in homeless 
encampments in many parts of 
the city scrambled for safety.

About 830,000 people state-
wide were without power Mon-
day afternoon.

The storm was the second 
one fueled by an atmospher-
ic river to hit the state over the 
span of days.

Virtually all of southern Cal-
ifornia was under flash flood 
advisories and watches, includ-
ing the Los Angeles area, where 
between five and 10 inches of 
rain had fallen and more was 
expected, according to the 
National Weather Service.

So far, officials have attribut-
ed three deaths to the storm 
that first hit northern Califor-
nia. Crews were rescuing people 
from swift-moving water in var-
ious parts of southern Califor-
nia on Monday.

Among those rescued were 
two homeless people who spent 
the night on a small island in 
the Santa Ana River in San Ber-
nardino, about 55 miles east of 
Los Angeles, authorities said.

“They were cold and exhaust-
ed from a night out stranded 
on this little patch of dirt that 
was in the middle of the river,” 
said Capt. Nathan Lopez, of the 
San Bernardino County Fire 
Department. A dog and two 
cats were also saved.

Near the Hollywood Hills, 
floodwaters carried mud, rocks 
and household objects downhill 
through Studio City, damaging 
at least two homes, city officials 
said. Sixteen people were evac-
uated.

Huge storm 
in California 
sets rainfall 
record high
3 deaths reported 
so far; about 830K 
without electricity

BY BASSEM MROUE 
and KAREEM CHEHAYEB
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BEIRUT – A drone attack on a base 
housing U.S. troops in eastern Syria 
killed six allied Kurdish fighters late 
Sunday, in the first significant attack 
in Syria or Iraq since the U.S. launched 
retaliatory strikes over the weekend 
against Iran-backed militias that have 
been targeting its forces in the region.

The U.S.-backed, Kurdish-led Syri-
an Democratic Forces said Monday the 
attack hit a training ground at al-Omar 

base in Syria’s eastern province of Deir 
el-Zour, where the forces’ commando 
units are trained. No casualties were 
reported among U.S. troops.

An umbrella group of Iran-backed 
Iraqi militias, dubbed the Islam-
ic Resistance in Iraq, released a video 
claiming responsibility for the attack 
and showing them launching a drone 
from an unspecified location.

In late January, a drone attack by 

the same group killed three U.S. troops 
and wounded dozens more at a des-
ert base in Jordan. The U.S. military 
launched dozens of retaliatory strikes 
targeting Iran-backed militant groups 
in western Iraq and eastern Syria and 
also struck the Houthis in Yemen.

The SDF initially accused “Syrian 
regime-backed mercenaries” of carry-
ing out Sunday’s attack, but in a sec-
ond statement blamed “Iran-backed 

militias” after investigating the attack.
The umbrella group has launched 

dozens of drone attacks on U.S. military 
bases and troops in Iraq and Syria, and 
has called for the withdrawal of Ameri-
can soldiers from both countries.

The attack comes as tensions flare 
across the Middle East amid the  
Israel-Hamas war, which was sparked 
by Hamas’ rampage in southern Israel 
on Oct. 7.

Meanwhile, Britain-based oppo-
sition war monitor Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights said at least 
seven SDF fighters were killed in the 
attack on Sunday and at least 18 others 
wounded, some in critical condition.

The attack late Sunday came two 
days after the U.S. military carried out 
strikes against militant targets linked 

Report: Drone attack on base housing U.S. troops kills six allied Kurdish fighters

BY ERIC SCICCHITANO
CNHI STATE REPORTER

HARRISBURG – With the annu-
al budget address on the horizon and 
myriad complexities involved in cre-
ating and delivering his latest spend-
ing proposal for Pennsylvania, Gov. 
Josh Shapiro shared a simple message 

on a big topic.
“Let’s increase the minimum wage,” 

Shapiro posted late Sunday on the 
social media platform X.

It was a familiar rallying cry for the 
first-term governor.

Governor repeats familiar appeal  
for minimum wage increase in Pa.
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No American deaths reported after strike in Syria blamed on ‘Iran-backed militias’
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BY RUSS O’REILLY
ROREILLY@TRIBDEM.COM

Candidates seeking a job as 
the Westmont Hilltop Recre-
ation Commission’s executive 
director are throwing their hats 
into the ring, and the commis-
sion could make a hire in April.

In addition, the commission 
is on the cusp of hiring a profes-
sional firm 
to conduct 
a feasibility 
study for an 
indoor rec-
reation and 
sports com-
plex.

Commis-
sion Chair-
man Rob 
Gleason said 
that with an 
executive director in place, the 
commission would also move 
forward on developing a master 
plan for the use of The Ridge out-
door recreation property on state 
Route 271 in Upper Yoder Town-
ship.

The commission has adver-
tised the executive director 
job statewide with a salary of 
$62,500 and is accepting appli-
cations through February.

Multiple candidates have 
already submitted applications, 
Westmont Borough Secretary 
Melissa Millard said on Mon-
day during the commission’s 
regular meeting at the West-
mont Borough building.

In March, the commission 
plans to determine which can-
didates will be invited for inter-
views.

‘Impressive facility’

On the topic of hiring a firm 
to conduct a feasibility study 
that would include an economic 
impact analysis of a new indoor 
sports complex, Gleason has 
recommended the commission 
take that action after funds for 
the study are secured.

“I recommend we do the 
study,” Gleason said. “We’ve 
applied for $250,000 in seed 
money from the state to get the 
commission off the ground. If 
we get the $250,000, I want 
to consider moving forward on 
this.”

The study would be con-
ducted by The Sports Facili-
ties Companies firm at a cost of 
$67,000.

The commission, comprising 

Westmont 
rec group 
looking to 
fill top job
Commission eyes 
funding for study 
of sports complex 
at old school site

Gleason
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BY MATTHEW LEE, 
WAFAA SHURAFA 
and SAMY MAGDY 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia – 
U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken met with Saudi Ara-
bia’s crown prince Monday 
at the start of his fifth visit to 

the Middle East since the out-
break of the war in Gaza, hop-
ing to press ahead with a poten-
tial cease-fire deal and postwar 
planning while tamping down 
regional tensions.

But on all three fronts he 
faces major challenges: Hamas 
and Israel are publicly at odds 

over key elements of a potential 
truce. Israel has dismissed U.S. 
calls for a path to a Palestinian 
state, and Iran’s militant allies 
in the region have shown little 
sign of being deterred by U.S. 
strikes.

Blinken returns to Mideast in push 
for hostage deal and postwar plan 

Secretary of 
State Antony 
Blinken is 
greeted by 
Saudi Arabia 
Foreign Minister 
Prince Faisal bin 
Farhan Al-Saud 
on Monday in 
Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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early developmental years for a variety of rea-
sons,” according to the University of Delaware 
website.

In the program, children are evaluated by 
the occupational therapy and physical thera-
py students, who then create a report about the 
child’s needs and present it to the engineering 
students, who modify and create an adaptive 
vehicle for the child. Together, they explore how 
the child’s medical needs influence the design, 
Nagle said.

Brother Marius Strom, engineering laborato-
ry instructor, said that includes everything from 
picking the right buttons to building custom 
circuit boards.

The engineering students also make custom 
controls for the vehicles – for example, the car 
they’re working on now will be steered by a joy-
stick because that fits the child’s needs. They 
adjust acceleration, sound and music buttons 
and create wireless controllers so that parents 
can intervene if necessary.

Anther aspect is a custom seat. Movinsky 
noted that most of the battery-powered toy vehi-
cles come with hard plastic seats that don’t meet 
some children’s needs. Instead, the students 
work together to implement a seat that works for 
the child and has some therapeutic benefit.

“It has a whole lot of different pieces,” Strom 
said.

Strom said he enjoys working on the program 
with his students because it includes “bite-sized 
educational problems” that allow the students 
to create something beneficial for children.

Nagle said the interdisciplinary aspect of the 
project is a “really cool” element. She said the 
program helps her students learn to commu-
nicate with other students in different disci-
plines, while also providing hands-on training 
for working with patients.

Benefits of the accessible vehicle abound 
for the children as well, Movinsky and Nagle 
said. They pointed to improved self-confidence  
because of increased mobility, as well as 
increased social interactions because they can 
now take part in playtime.

Additionally, Nagle said, the vehicles provide 
different views and sensory elements that will 
help with therapies.

“It opens up a lot of different environments 
for them,” Movinsky said.

At St. Francis, the GoBabyGo program is 
funded through community donations.

Nagle said that there was a marketing cam-
paign to help create the current batch of adap-
tive vehicles, and the departments would like to 
continue the program annually in the spring.

They plan to explore other funding solutions to 
keep offering GoBabyGo to the area communi-
ty. It doesn’t and won’t ever cost anything for the 
families who benefit, they said.

Joshua Byers is a reporter for The Tribune- 
Democrat. He can be reached at 814-532-5054. 
Follow him on Twitter @Journo_Josh.
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money to attract major compa-
nies and seems ready to revis-
it the controversial item that 
helped sow a protracted bud-
get fight last year: creating a 
new private school voucher pro-
gram.

Shapiro’s first budget propos-
al disappointed many allies who 
felt it wasn’t bold enough. This 
year, he’s returning with bigger 
proposals based on recommen-
dations from his task forces or 
appointees.

Shapiro faces a number of cost 
pressures, too, from health care 
for the poor to county-run men-
tal health services.

One other difference this year 
is that Shapiro is expected to 
deliver his budget address to a 
joint session of the House and 
Senate in the Capitol Rotunda. 

Governors historically deliver 
the speech in the House cham-
ber, but workers have put up 
scaffolding there to repair dam-
age from a water leak a year ago.

Whatever Shapiro propos-
es will require passage from the 
Democratic-controlled House 
of Representatives and the  
Republican-controlled Sen-
ate. Appropriations Committee 
hearings start Feb. 20.

Here’s what to watch for Tues-
day.

Budget basics

Shapiro will almost certain-
ly propose an operating bud-
get that spends above this year’s  
$45 billion approved plan.

That’s partly because an extra 
federal pandemic-era Medicaid 
subsidy, worth about $1 billion 
a year, is ending and Shapiro 
has said he wants to spend more 
money on several priorities.

T h o s e  i n c l u d e  n e a r l y  
$300 million more for public 
transit agencies, a roughly 25% 
increase, and a substantial, but 
undisclosed, increase for state-
owned universities.

Shapiro also wants to spend 
big to attract large industri-
al facilities, such as a microchip 
factory, by getting large tracts of 
land permitted and prepared for 
construction.

“We need to invest if we want 
to compete nationally and inter-
nationally,” Shapiro said last 
month.

Also, pressure is on Shapiro to 
respond more fully to last year’s 
court decision that found Penn-
sylvania’s system of funding 
public schools violates the con-
stitutional rights of students in 
poorer districts.

Last month, Shapiro’s appoin-
tees backed a non-binding rec-
ommendation to send $1.3 bil-

lion more next year to public 
schools, including subsidies for 
high-tax districts and school 
construction. He hasn’t said 
whether his budget proposal will 
reflect that recommendation.

Fiscal situation

Tax collections are meeting 
expectations and Shapiro has a 
strong cash cushion, for now.

The state expects to have  
$13 billion in cash when the fis-
cal year ends June 30, thanks to 
federal COVID-19 aid over the 
past four years and inflation- 
juiced tax collections that filled 
up the state’s treasury.

Meanwhile, a credit rating 
upgrade in November was Penn-
sylvania’s first since it drew six 
downgrades between 2012 and 
2017, including two by each of 
the big three rating agencies, 
while grappling with entrenched 
post-recession deficits.

Still, Pennsylvania is running 
deficits again, using $1 billion 
in surplus cash to prop up this 
year’s spending.

The state also is saddled with 
a slow-growing economy and 
grim demographic trends show-
ing a shrinking working-age 
population and a fast-growing 
retirement-age population that 
pays less in taxes and costs more 
to care for.

Shapiro’s priorities

Shapiro has made a list of 
items that he considers to be 
unfinished business.

That includes raising the 
minimum wage to $15 an hour, 
which Republicans have blocked 
in the Senate, and creating a 
new $100 million private school 
voucher program that Demo-
crats in the House have blocked.

The voucher program is par-
ticularly radioactive for Dem-
ocrats, and Shapiro’s support 
for it sets him apart from other 
Democratic governors around 
the country.

Tax cuts?

Shapiro has said he will pro-
pose a budget that cuts taxes, 
without offering further details.

Shapiro and lawmakers in 
December approved an increase 
in the monthly fee on phone 
bills, from $1.65 to $1.95, to 
raise another $60 million for 
county 911 emergency response 
services.

Other cost pressures

School boards say they are 
paying too much to charter 
schools, and Democratic law-
makers are pushing to restart a 
dormant program subsidizing 
school construction projects.

Meanwhile, providers of ser-
vices for the intellectually dis-
abled and autistic say the sys-
tem is beset by underfunding 
and staffing shortages.

Counties say the safety-net 
mental health services they man-
age are in dire need of more 
money to create more beds and 
attract more counselors for wait-
ing lists of people who need help.

BUDGET
Continued from A1

Shapiro campaigned, in part, 
on raising the minimum wage. 

Last year, in his first budget 
address, he formally proposed 
an increase from the current 
$7.25 hourly minimum wage to 
a $15 wage.

It hasn’t paid off, yet, but it’s 
a theme he’s called “unfinished 
business” and one he’s expected 
to champion on Tuesday when 
he gives the first-ever bud-
get address inside the Capitol 
Rotunda; the House chambers 
are closed for repairs due to a 
water leak.

State Rep. Jason Dawkins, 
D-Philadelphia, offered a bill 
last year that called for a three-
step minimum wage increase: 
$11 in year one, $13 in year two, 
$15 in year three. 

Each year after, increas-
es would be tied to the rate of 
inflation.

The minimum wage for 
tipped workers is currently set 
at $2.83. Under Dawkins’ pro-
posal, it would increase to $9 
across three years.

The bill passed the House last 
June on a near party-line vote, 
but hasn’t been taken up by the 
state Senate. 

State Sen. Joe Pittman, R- 
Indiana, the Senate majority 
leader, has repeatedly said his 
caucus is open to negotiating 
a raise, but is consistent in dis-
missing a $15 rate.

But there is a bill introduced 
in the Senate with a $15 tar-
get. And it was put forward by a 
Republican. 

The language in the bill from 
state Sen. Dan Laughlin mir-
rors the incremental proposal 
from House Democrats, includ-
ing the inflationary adjust-
ments. 

If either had been enacted 
last year, the target would have 
been reached in 2026.

This bill also has not been 
considered in the upper cham-
ber.

‘Constituents are  
being a little bit louder’

However, Claire Kovach, of 
the Keystone Research Cen-
ter, a progressive policy group, 
said that the Republican- 
sponsored bill is the latest sign 
that momentum is building for 
change.

Kovach authored a report 
this month on the potential 
impact of an increase, estimat-
ing that 1.34 million Pennsylva-
nians would benefit directly or 
indirectly.

The result, Kovach found, 
would be a collective $5 bil-
lion increase in yearly wages for 
workers, including those earn-
ing just above the proposed 
new minimum whose wages, 
she said, would be adjusted 
upward.

“I really think that con-
stituents are being a little bit  
louder. They see every state 
on Pennsylvania’s border has 
raised it,” Kovach said.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  K o v a c h , 
research historically shows that 
employers save money when 
minimum wages rise. She said 
that it results in less turnover, 
which means fewer resources 
devoted to hiring and training. 

With higher wages comes 
more spending, too, by workers 
who otherwise couldn’t spend 
as freely, she said.

The six states bordering 
Pennsylvania all have higher 
minimum wages than Pennsyl-
vania by at least $1.50. 

Twenty-two states raised 
their minimum wages entering 
2024.

Pennsylvania’s minimum 
wage hasn’t budged since 2009, 
when it grew by 10 cents to 
match the federal minimum. 

That was the result of a 2006 
law passed by the state Gener-
al Assembly, the last time a bill 
proposing a minimum wage 
hike succeeded.

According to an annu-
al report by the Pennsylva-
nia Department of Labor and 
Industry, an estimated 63,500 
workers earned minimum wage 

or less in 2022, about 1% of 
all workers. They were largely 
part-time workers in the food 
and drink industry, educational 
services and retail. 

The total was the lowest 
number on record, according to 
L&I.

An estimated 417,800 work-
ers earned up to $12 hourly, and 
another 509,700 earned from 
$12.01 to $15 hourly, the report 
found. Each of these categories 
shrunk, too, the report found.

‘Minimum wage is  
not the best answer’

Elizabeth Stelle, director of 
policy analysis with the Com-
monwealth Foundation, a con-
servative policy group, point-
ed to a report by the state’s 
Independent Fiscal Office that 
found roughly 99% of non-
tipped workers earn more than 
$10 hourly and that, while a $15 
minimum would result in high-
er income, it could also result in 
the loss of 30,000 jobs.

Also lost, Stelle said, would 
be workplace flexibility – that 
is, fewer hours, or lost overtime 
opportunities or tuition assis-
tance, along with other intangi-
bles that workers value.

Stelle cited a 2018 study by 
researchers from the University 
of California, Irvine, that found 
that poverty rates and reliance 
on public assistance grew by 
3% in disadvantaged neighbor-
hoods for each $1 a minimum 
wage is increased.

She suggested that the Sha-
piro administration consider 
alternatives ways to boost the 
workforce, such as cutting the 
personal income tax or stream-
lining licensing.

“Those are the type of things 
that are more effective at 
attracting people and keeping 
people here,” Stelle said. “The 
minimum wage is not the best 
answer.”

Eric Scicchitano is the CNHI 
Pennsylvania statehouse 
reporter. Follow him on Twitter  
@ericshick11.
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“It looks like a river that’s 
been here for years,” said Keki 
Mingus, whose neighbors’ 
homes were damaged. “I’ve 
never seen anything like it.”

The Los Angeles  Fire 
Department said 1,000 fire-
fighters were contending with 
49 debris flows, 130 reports of 
flooding, half a dozen struc-
ture fires and several rescues of 
motorists stranded in vehicles.

Drake Livingston, who lives 
in the Beverly Crest neighbor-
hood, was watching a movie 
around midnight when a friend 

alerted him to flooding.
“We looked outside and 

there’s a foot and a half of run-
ning water, and it starts seep-
ing through the doors,” said 
Livingston, whose car was 
found submerged in several 
feet of mud in the morning.

Los Angeles Mayor Karen 
Bass urged residents to avoid 
driving, warning of fallen trees 
and electrical lines on flooded 
roadways.

It was already the third- 
wettest two-day period on record 
in downtown Los Angeles as of 
Monday afternoon, and some 
was still coming down, said Dave 
Bruno, meteorologist with the 
National Weather Service, Los 
Angeles. 

The area was also on par to get 
about half its annual rainfall in 
one storm. The service has been 
keeping records in downtown 
since 1877.

“This is something that will 
be remembered, just based on 
numbers, for a while,” Bruno 
said.

Shelters were adding beds 
for the city’s homeless popula-
tion of nearly 75,000 people.

Tony Sanz spent the night 
in a city park before seeking 
higher ground around dawn as 
floodwaters were rising around 
his tent.

“Boy, did it rain last night,” he 
said Monday afternoon, hun-
kered down in a tent layered 
with tarps on a sidewalk outside 

a supermarket. He spied the 
cloudy skies during a break in 
the downpours and wondered, 
“Is that it? I hope that’s it.”

Not yet, according to fore-
casters.

The weather service predicts 
up to eight inches of rainfall 
across southern California’s 
coastal and valley areas, with 
14 inches possible in the foot-
hills and mountains over the 
next two days.

Amid storm conditions about 
1 million gallons of untreated 
sewage was released into the 
Pacific Ocean. In response, Los 
Angeles County health officials 
blocked access to the ocean off 
popular Cabrillo Beach near 
the Port of Los Angeles.

STORM
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representatives from Westmont Hilltop 
School District, Westmont Borough and 
Upper Yoder Township, also expects to 
have additional funds that could be put 
toward that study after it receives $43,000 
left over from the former West Hills Rec-
reation Commission 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion.

The feasibility study would build on 
an already completed preliminary archi-
tectural study for a sports complex at the 
Goucher Street site of the former West-
mont Hilltop Elementary School, now 
demolished.

In that initial study, funded by West-
mont Hilltop School District, Omni Asso-
ciates Architects, of Fairmont, West Vir-
ginia, completed basic plans showing that 

a complex with an eight-lane, 25-yard-
long pool; an indoor turf facility; and 
two basketball courts encircled by a track 
would fit on the 13.7-acre Goucher Street 
property.

That plan was based on a design similar 
to The Bridge Sports Complex in Bridge-
port, West Virginia, which Omni Associ-
ates was involved in building.

“It’s an impressive facility,” Gleason said.
However, such an undertaking could 

cost up to $50 million.
“When they said between $30 and  

$50 million, it causes pause for thought,” 
Gleason said.

Omni Associates has recommend-
ed that the commission take a step fur-
ther in considering the project by hiring 
The Sports Facilities Companies firm to 
provide market research and an econom-
ic impact analysis. The Sports Facilities 
Companies has provided those services for  
3,000 communities, Gleason said.

‘Around athletics’

The commission also expanded its board 
on Monday with the appointment of Greg 
Heider, regionally known for his role as 
vice president of Sportsman’s Supply Inc. 
in Johnstown.

The commission received multiple appli-
cations for the seventh seat on the commis-
sion’s board, which currently includes six 
members: Westmont Hilltop school direc-
tors Gleason and Bill Carney; Upper Yoder 
Township Supervisors Paul Pioli and Sue 
Konvolinka; and Westmont Borough Coun-
cilmen Chris DelSignore and Bill Stasko.

Gleason said that Heider will be a good 
fit for the commission.

“He has spent his whole life around ath-
letics,” he said.

Russ O’Reilly is a reporter for The  
Tribune-Democrat. Follow him on Twitter 
@RussellOReilly.
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In Gaza, meanwhile, Hamas 
has begun to re-emerge in some 
of the most devastated areas 
after Israeli forces pulled back, 
an indication that Israel’s cen-
tral goal of crushing the group 
remains elusive. Video footage 
from the same areas shows vast 
destruction, with nearly every 
building damaged or destroyed.

Israeli Defense Minister 
Yoav Gallant said the military 
would continue to conduct 
operations in northern Gaza 
for many months and press 
ahead with its main offensive 
in the south, where it has been 
locked in heavy fighting for 
weeks, until it has “full reign” 
over the entire territory.

He said the offensive will 
eventually reach the town of 
Rafah, on the Egyptian bor-
der, where some 1.5 million 
displaced Palestinians have 
sought refuge. Egypt has said 
an Israeli deployment along 
the border would threaten the 
peace treaty the two countries 
signed over four decades ago.

Blinken met with Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
shortly after arriving in the 
Saudi capital, Riyadh. Saudi 
officials have said the kingdom 
is still interested in normalizing 
relations with Israel in a poten-
tially historic deal, but only if 
there is a credible plan to create 
a Palestinian state.

Blinken “underscored the 
importance of addressing 
humanitarian needs in Gaza 
and preventing further spread 
of the conflict,” and he and the 
crown prince discussed “the 
importance of building a more 
integrated and prosperous 
region,” the State Department 
said in a statement.

But any such grand bargain 
appears a long way off as the 
war still rages in Gaza, where 
113 bodies were brought to hos-
pitals in the last 24 hours alone, 
according to the Health Minis-
try in the Hamas-ruled territory. 

The fatalities bring the over-
all Palestinian death toll from 
nearly four months of war to 
27,478. The ministry does not 
distinguish between civilians 
and combatants in its count, 
but says most of the dead have 
been women and children.
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to Iran in Syria and Iraq.
The SDF said it has the right 

to respond to the attack.
The U.S. military said it 

struck four anti-ship missiles on 
Sunday that were prepared to 
be fired at vessels in the Red Sea 
from Houthi rebel-controlled 
areas in Yemen.
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“We need to invest  
if we want to 
compete nationally 
and internationally.”

GOV. JOSH SHAPIRO

BY ILLIA NOVIKOV 
and SAMYA KULLAB 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

KYIV, Ukraine – Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy said he is thinking about 
dismissing the country’s top 
military officer as part of a 
broader leadership shakeup, 
a possibility that has shocked 
the nation fighting a war to 
end Russia’s invasion and also 
worried Ukraine’s Western 
allies.

Zelenskyy confirmed in an 
interview with Italian broad-
caster RAI TV released late 
Sunday that he was thinking 
about removing Gen. Vale-
rii Zaluzhnyi, the popular  
c o m m a n d e r - i n - c h i e f  o f 
Ukraine’s armed forces. 

He said he was contemplat-
ing the move to ensure the 
country remains led by people 
who are “convinced of victory” 
against Russia.

“A reset, a new beginning is 
necessary,” Zelenskyy said. The 
review is “not about a single 
person, but about the direction 
of the country’s leadership.”

“I’m thinking about this 
replacement, but you can’t say 
here we replaced a single per-
son,” Zelenskyy said. “When 
we talk about this, I mean a 

replacement of a series of state 
leaders, not just in a single sec-
tor like the military. If we want 
to win, we must all push in 
the same direction, convinced 
of victory. We cannot be dis-
couraged, let our arms fall. We 
must have the right positive 
energy.”

Zelenskyy’s comments were 
his first acknowledgement of 
Zaluzhnyi’s possible firing. The 
potential ouster of the general 
already has caused an uproar 
in Ukraine and delighted the 
Kremlin as the war approach-
es its second anniversary.

Zaluzhnyi is widely respect-
ed among Ukrainian service 
members and considered a 
national hero. He is credited 
with stalling Russia’s full-scale 
invasion in the early days of 
the war and expertly pushing 
back Moscow’s troops.

Kyiv Mayor Vitalii Klitsc-
hko criticized the possibility 
of Zaluzhnyi’s firing, saying it 
was due to the general’s lead-
ership that “many Ukrainians 
truly trust the armed forces.”

It is unclear who might 
replace Zaluzhnyi and if his 
successor would command 
the same level of respect from 
Ukraine’s troops and foreign 
defense leaders. 

Zelenskyy mulls dismissing 
top Ukraine military officer


