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| research opportun1t1es.

 Wind WATCH isfree
 for partzczparmg' :
landowners '

BY MARJORIE WERTZ
FORTHE TRIBUNE-REVIEW -

A Pennsylvania un1vers1ty s .
hopmg the wind blows favorably -

_'for a new statewide agsessment .

program called Wind:WATCH.
St. Francis. University’of -

C'Loretto; is’ launching. Wlnd
. 'WATCH —an acronym for Wind "
. Assessment Technology- for .
‘Communities and Homeowners.

The program is. de31gned to test',

wind resources on private. and
public lands and provide its §tu--
dents with unigie field work and

Wind energy is talked éboﬁt

in’‘three different scales: small
“wind that would power one

house, commercial scale in
which one megawatt of energy
‘will power about 300 homes, and
-the middle scale, or commupity

- wind;” said. Erik. Foley, director”
“af the 8t: Francis Center for: Col:™
‘Iaborative Conservation, a newly .

‘ereated environmental center
that manages’ the Wmd WATCH
‘progra. - »

Commumty wind refers to lo-
cally owmned;. utility-scale wind
Jproiects defmed as being-be:.

Ttween 750 kilowatts and 10

megawatts, the equivalent tothe-

. energy load of between 200 and ‘

3 000 homes.
;" gt Francisis purchasmgﬁve

: GO-meter ‘metéorological towers,

“and.on top of each tower we will
put wind vanes and anemome-

ew program tests area res
es students thh tesearc

: “It saves me money on my electnc b:H
especm”y in the wmter. \

: ANDREW WEISS :
 DERRY RES!DENT WHO POWERS HiS HOME wer WIND ENERGY

threefold to. prov1de economzc
" development opportunities to
Pennsylvama landowners, to
-offer ‘innovative educational op-
" portunities. for 'St Francis stu-
“dents, and to help the state learn
' “ more about its wind resource.
" Support for the Wind WATCH

ters wmd testmg dev1ces (wh1ch

‘meastre speed). We will select:-
- five sites from all across the state:
~for this year’s program,” Foley.
‘gaid. “If a landowner's site is se- .

lected, there is:a borrower or

loan agreement that must be
-signed between the- landowner
and St. Fra:;ms to cover 11ab111ty ‘

issues.

ing the equipment. St::Francis:

‘students and Wind. WATCH
study partlclpants wﬂl retrleve ‘

The progrem 1s free because h
the landowner is only borrow-:

program comes from the Com-
a11 the data from ‘the' systems. - munity Foundation for the Al-
There are some important re- leghenies, in Johnstown, and the

‘guirements that must be met to ~-staté Department of Environ-

participate inthe program. mental Protection. ,
“Theremust be atleast13-mph - The Perin State Cooperative
winds, onaverage, on theland. If . Extension in Westmoreland

‘the land is'in a valley, it’s Il0t -County also is tapping in to wind

likely a good wind resource,” “power. The extension instatled a
said Foley. “The tower will be on "windmill last November along
the site for at least a year: And . Donokice Road to provide elec-
the landowner must allow:stu- i iricity to the Donohoe Center.
dents and Wind WATCH people - The system was turned ou in

‘access to the tower- in order to May

coltect data.” . ... 00 .
The purpose of the IJI'O]e(:t 15 i

g . 'SEC WIND + B2




W

/indsystem at the Donohoe
StopInat thie county Pepn
ooperati sion.
=

i ek D't on'a big hill; our

| tower height is the highest.the -
é manufacturer offered,” said Shep-:
par rice of en r1s gomg




