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Special Programs

Honors Program

Program Director: Ms. Donna Menis

The Honors Program at Saint Francis is a full four-year curriculum designed to challenge
intellectually ambitious students from all disciplines. While pursuing their major field of study,
students enroll in Honors courses, which allow in-depth, creative study of a variety of subject
areas. Students interested in the Honors Program should contact the Program Director. Special
permission may be granted for students not in the program to participate in various Honors
activities.

Honors graduates receive a special diploma affixed with the Honors Program seal
signifying successful completion of all program requirements. All courses earning Honors credit
are duly noted on official college transcripts.

The Bach Family Honors House, on the edge of campus, provides a 24 hour study lounge
for all Honors students and housing for nine upperclassmen.

The program is supervised by the Provost and the Director of the Honors Program. An
Honors Program Committee, comprised of students and faculty, assists the Director.

HONORS PROGRAM CURRICULUM
Freshman Year

Fall: Spring:

HNRS 101 (3 credits)* ENGL 103H (3 credits)

Honors section of gen ed course Honors section of gen ed course
(3 credits) (3 credits)

(course requirements for SPCH 103 will be worked in over both semesters; those who
successfully complete them will fulfill the general education public Speaking requirement)
Sophomore Year™

Fall: Spring:

Students will take a 2-credit Sophomore Seminar — with a service learning component — in
either the Fall or Spring semester.

Junior Year

Fall: Spring:

HNRS 331 (2 credits) HNRS 335 (1 credit)
Senior Year*

Fall: Spring:

Students will enroll in HNRS 444, Senior Thesis (or 501H in a specific discipline), for a
minimum of 3 credits.

*Substitutes for CORE 101 and CORE 102 in the general education program

**A semester of study abroad, or two separate study abroad experiences of shorter duration,
may substitute for the Sophomore Seminar requirement

**Successful completion of the Honors thesis requirement also fulfills the Senior Capstone
requirement (CORE 403) in general education



WHo May AppLY?
Entering Freshmen:

— upper one-fifth high school class rank
— 3.25 quality point average (cumulative)
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— 1200 combined SAT score, emphasis on the verbal score

— extracurricular activities

— faculty/guidance counselor recommendations
— interview with Honors Program Director (or designate)
Students deficient in one or more areas may be admitted to the program at the discretion of the

Honors Program Director.

Current Students:

Students beyond their first semester at Saint Francis who wish to enroll in the Honors
Program may petition the director for admission if the following criteria are met:

— 3.25 quality point average (cumulative)

— two letters of recommendation from Saint Francis faculty who have taught the student

— interview with Honors Program director

Transfer Students:

Transfer students who defer their application for one semester or more may apply in
accordance with the criteria for “Current Students” (directly above). Those who apply

immediately will follow the criteria below:

— 3.25 quality point average (cumulative) from transfer institution(s)
— two letters of recommendation from faculty who have taught the student at previous

institution(s)

— interview with Honors Program director

— all requirements for “Entering Freshmen” listed above
In order to ensure that all Honors Program curricular requirements can be met, no student will
be granted admission into the program after beginning the junior year.

101. The American College: Adaptation and
Continuity

(3 credits)

An overview of the American college with particular
emphasis on the development and clarification of a
frame of reference and exploration of central issues.
Fall

205-299. Sophomore Seminar

(2 credits each)

Investigation of special topics. Includes a service-
learming component. Subjects vary each semester.
AS needed.

331. Directed Readings Tutorial

(2 credits)

The compilation of a semester-long reading list in a
subject area outside an Honors student’s chosen
major. Bi-weekly discussions of the readings with
faculty mentor(s). Fall, Spring, Summer.

335. Thesis Preparation

(1 credit)

Students are led through the process of completing
the honors thesis proposal. Spring.

444, Senior Thesis/Project

(3 credits)

Honors project/thesis, preferably interdisciplinary in
nature. Fall, Spring, Summer.
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Study Abroad

The Center for International Education and Outreach is dedicated to fostering a culture of
study abroad at Saint Francis University. Our diverse international programs give students an
exciting way of completing credits and/or offering service. Study abroad introduces students to
a new culture, a new way of life. They learn to recognize and appreciate how culture
determines values and behaviors. Study abroad helps students develop skills and give them
experiences a classroom setting will never provide. In addition to making friends around the
world, study abroad increases students’ self confidence and will have a lasting impact on their
world view. Students at Saint Francis University may participate in any of the study abroad
programs listed below.

If you are interested in studying abroad, please contact The CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL
EDUCATION AND OUTREACH at 814-472-3245, jhorvath@francis.edu or stop by 215 Schwab
Hall. Details on any of the programs listed below may be found at:
www.francis.edu/StudyAbroad.htm.

Semester in France

Students who spend a semester in France will stay in the University’s newly-renovated
facility in Ambialet, located in southwestern France. The Semester in France program is based
in Ambialet but includes two 10-day stays in Paris, plus numerous excursions. With the
exception of airfare and personal spending, the cost for spending a semester in France /s the
same as a semester in Loretto. The student’s financial package applies.

The core academic program is 16 credits: 6 credits in French Language & Culture, 4
credits in Fine Arts, 3 credits in Religious Studies, plus an additional three credit course taught
by a visiting professor (4 credits in BIOL 206 in the Spring 2010 semester; 3 credits in ECON
409 in the Fall 2010 semester). All classes are taught in English. Students have occasionally
taken an additional on-line course through Continuing Education to help them maintain
progress toward graduation.

Springtime in Italy

During the Springtime in Italy 4-week program students live in residence halls in Parma,
[taly where they take classes from Saint Francis professors. Because tourism is not a large
industry in Parma, students are able to experience true ltalian culture and cuisine. The cost of a
bicycle is included in the program cost, so students explore the city easily by pedaling around
town just like locals.

Students may take 4 credits in Fine Arts (Drumming, Photography, Guitar, Culture and
Values and/or Exploration in the Arts), and 3 credits in Italian Language. The cost of the
program (approximately $5,300) includes: round trip airfare, tuition (7 credits); textbooks and
course materials; domestic + Euro transport; Trenltalia 6 day pass; bicycle rental; room
accommodations; medical insurance; optional cooking lessons.

Spanish in Mexico

Participants of the Spanish in Mexico 4-week, summer program become familiar with the
Mexican culture, travel to new and interesting places and live with Mexican families.

Students may take a total of 7 credits: 1 credit of Exploration in the Arts, 3 credits in
Spanish Language, 3 credits in Religious Studies, Sociology and/or International
Communication or 6 credits in Spanish Language. Students will take the classes at the
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Universidad Interancional. Spanish language classes will meet 3 hours per weekday with
conversation classes 1 hour per day. Students are placed at one of the 50 different language
group levels, according to knowledge of Spanish, ability to communicate, fluency and age.
Language majors or minors take two-hour mini courses according to interests and levels.
Religious Studies, Sociology, or International Communications are taught in English. Advanced
students may enroll in a 400-level Spanish course. The cost of the program (approximately
$4,000) includes: tuition for 6 credits; room and board; transportation to/from US airport and
SFU; airfare; transportation between airport in Mexico City and Universidad; eight excursions;
textbooks; course registration fee; health insurance.

Spring Break in London

Business majors and Master of Business Administration students may travel to London for
Spring break and earn 3 credits in an innovative hybrid course: Great Britain and the European
Union in the Global Economy. This course is cross-listed as MGMT 409, MKTG 409, ECON
409, FIN 409, MIS 409, MHRM 544, or MBA 513. This course includes required class
meetings in Loretto and several WebCT online projects.

The cost of the program (approximately $2,200) includes airfare and room. Tuition, meals
and incidentals are additional.

Spring Break in Paris

The Spring Break in Paris program provides students with firsthand education about the
culture and history of Paris while practicing French language skills in a real-life setting. The
program is intended for French majors and French minors, who will earn 3-6 credits towards
the study abroad requirement upon successful completion of the program. The program is also
open to any student who has already completed FREN 112 or FREN 102, and who will therefore
have elementary skills in French; students who are taking FREN 102 during the spring semester
may enroll pending approval from the instructor.

The cost of the program (approximately $2,200) includes airfare, metro pass, room some
meals, excursions and medical insurance.

Hugs for Honduras

Every spring break, students and faculty travel to El Progreso, Honduras to participate in
service projects at Pro Nino, an organization that helps keep children off the streets. This
program originated in 2004 and continues to attract students from all majors. While at Pro
Nino, students participate in projects such as repairing buildings and providing medical care at
clinics. Physician Assistant and Physical Therapy students are able to go with faculty members
to clinics near El Progreso to help provide medical assistance to individuals who would
otherwise have no access to medical care. Students are drawn to the Honduras program for
opportunities to engage in service learning, interact with the children at Pro Nino, and have a
meaningful spring break.

Ireland, Scotland, Australia and More

Saint Francis University belongs to the Cooperative Center for Study Abroad. This is a
consortium of 24 schools that offer English-language programs in a variety of countries such as
Australia, Hong Kong, India, England, Belize, Ghana, Ireland, and Scotland. Programs range
from 10-day trips over Christmas break to semester-long internships. The amount of credits
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varies although all credits earned while participating in any of these programs go directly on the
students’ Saint Francis University transcript.

Accommodations are usually in dormitories, hotels or in budget accommodations.
Scholarships and financial aid are available. Participants who are 26 years of age or older do not
need to enroll for credit. Program costs vary per program yet includes tuition (for SFU students),
health insurance; round-trip transportation from designated cities; accommodations; daily
breakfasts; a rail/bus pass; program excursions; airport transfers; and some additional meals.

Physical Therapy Clinical Education in Italy

Clinical education in another county offers a unique multicultural perspective. The DiSepio
Institute grants two travel/study scholarships annually to support international clinical experience.
Students need not speak the language of the host country, although some language preparation
will be offered as part of the orientation program. Participating students will be assigned clinical
instructors who speak English and will be able to document in English. Currently, students are
hosted by Fondazione F. Turati in Gavinana in the province of Tuscany, Italy. Fondazione Turati is
one of Italy’s leading rehabilitation and long-term care centers.

Physician Assistant Clinical Study Opportunities

During the clinical year (second year, professional phase), all students are required to
complete clinical rotations in a number of specialties, including an elective rotation (for more
information on rotations refer to the Master of Physician Assistant section of the catalog). With the
approval of the Physician Assistant Program, students may seek the opportunity to complete the
elective rotation internationally. International elective rotations may be set up with the assistance
of an organization that provides medical missions to the underserved, or specializes in student
placement of medical rotations internationally. One such program is Child Family Health
International (CFHI). CFHI specializes in finding students medical experiences in places such as
Bolivia, Ecuador, India, Mexico, Nicaragua, and South America. All students who wish to
participate in clinical experiences abroad must be in good standing with the Physician Assistant
Program and seek prior approval.

Independent Study
To be eligible for Independent Study, a student, at the end of three full semesters, must be in
“good standing” as that phrase is defined in the University catalog. Before enrolling for an
Independent Study course, students must discuss the proposed project with their department chair
and secure the approval of the Committee on Independent Study for the project. A student may be
permitted to engage in only one Independent Study project at a time.
The Independent Study Committee is composed of an equal number of faculty members and
students.
1. Committee make-up:
Four faculty members and four students, divided equitably among the disciplines, and the
Provost.
2. Committee appointment:
The President of the University, after consultation with the Provost, appoints all members of the
committee. Only those competent faculty members and students will be appointed who express
an interest in the work and a willingness to accept the appointment.
3. Committee tenure:
All members are appointed for a term of two years and are eligible for reappointment.
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Self-Designed Majors

Students at Saint Francis University have the opportunity to design their own major
programs. For example, a student might wish to combine courses in political science,
management, psychology, and sociology in order to gain an understanding of how people
behave in organizations. Another student might choose courses in business, communications,
and psychology with the idea of becoming a business writer. This degree may greatly expand
one’s future career options and provides students with a greater range of educational
possibilities. The work of each student will be overseen by a small faculty committee. Students
involved in the self-designed major program will be encouraged to utilize both internships and
independent study as they create their plans of study. Students must choose to participate in a
self-designed major prior to completing their final 48 semester hours. Information on the self-
designed major can be obtained from the office of the Provost.

Internships

Saint Francis University conducts a program of internships designed to introduce an
experiential element into a student’s plan of studies. Saint Francis University students have
interned in a variety of settings, from radio and T.V. stations to accounting firms, to the U.S.
White House, gaining experiences relevant to their fields of study.

Students desiring an internship should contact their academic advisor or the department
chair to begin planning for the internship experience. A student may present no more than 15
hours of internship credit toward graduation requirements and no more than nine hours of
internship credit for the major.

All students must complete an associated project, a study or essay related to the
internship. This project will be divided into two categories (graded credits with a 398 course
number and pass/fail credits with a 399 course number) as follows:

Total Credits ~ Graded Credits (398) Pass/Fail Credits (399)

1-5 1 0-4
6-10 2 4-8
11-15 3 8-12

Students will be required to keep a daily log or journal as part of the project grade and are
required to read a book pertinent to the internship setting, writing a brief review of the book as
seen from the perspective of the internship.

All Saint Francis University internship sites will be visited by the supervising Saint Francis
University faculty member at least once during the semester that the internship is being offered.
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Academic Genter for Enrichment
Director: Ms. Denise Kovach

The Academic Center for Enrichment provides programming and services that enhance
student academic growth, success, and persistence toward the goal of attaining a college
degree. This includes academic counseling, Testing Center, support for students with
disabilities, Writing Center, tutorial services, coordination of General Studies 111 and 112, as
well as three student support programs.

ACE provides the student body with structured or independent learning experiences,
depending on individual needs and preferences. ACE maintains a learning skills library and
numerous resources. All of the resources emphasize the development of basic skills, study
skills, and decision-making skills.

Academic counselors are available to work with the student on an individual basis
regarding academic counseling, study skills, and other academic concerns.

ACE support programs guide students in building better study habits, study skills, and
self-management skills during the academic year. The programs include the Higher Education
Equal Opportunity ACT 101 Program, Opportunities for Academic Success in Studies (OASIS)
Program, and the Study Acceleration: Gaining Excellence (SAGE) Program. All programs are
housed on the first floor of Saint Francis Hall.

GENERAL STUDIES

111. Study Skills

(2 credits)

Assessment and improvement of reading, study skills: self-management skills, time management, memory,
listening, note taking, writing, and critical thinking. Fall. required for OASIS students. Others by the approval of
the Provost.

112. University Reading

(1 credit)

Students will build upon the study skills mastered in General Studies 111 and continue to develop critical read-
ing skills appropriate to grade level. Spring. Prerequisite: General Studies 111, or approval from the Provost.

Higher Education Equal Opportunity (ACT 101) Program
Counselor: Ms. Judy Palecek

The Higher Education Equal Opportunity Program, ACT 101, was established by the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania in 1971 to provide opportunities in higher education to motivated
students facing economic, cultural and academic obstacles. Through a program of tutoring,
counseling, curricular innovation, and cultural enrichment activities, students develop as
campus leaders and graduate with marketable skills.

Following ACT 101 guidelines, Saint Francis University recruits students who show the
potential to succeed in college with adequate support. Participants are chosen on the basis of
their academic potential, motivation and aspirations. To be eligible for program services,
students must be residents of Pennsylvania and must meet economic and academic criteria.
Eligible students continue to receive ACT 101 services as long as they are enrolled at the
institution.
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International Admissions and Student Services
Director: Br. Shamus McGrenra

The International Admissions and Student Services center is chaired with the responsibility
of recruiting a quality class of international students every year, and providing each and every
international student with the necessary support and guidance that will ensure their continued
educational and spiritual growth throughout their university years.

Part of this service is an orientation seminar, presented in a weekly classroom setting,
introducing each new international student to the various aspects of the Saint Francis University
educational community from a distinctive international perspective.

GEN 180. International Student Seminar

(0 credits)

This course will cover topics including, but not limited to: campus and departmental resources, how to connect
to campus and the community, study habits, time management, and immigration issues. Fall semester.

Week 1: How to connect on campus
The student will have an understanding of the various options as they relate to campus organizations and how
to join, organize and benefit from participation in these various activities.

Week 2: Homesickness, roommate issues, peer pressure, substance abuse

The student will be able to understand the many personal issues that present itself during the freshman year
and will become familiar with the Counseling Center’s resources and opportunities. They will also know where
to go and who to ask for assistance.

Week 3: Study habits and time management
After successful completion of this seminar, the student will be familiar with strategies to effectively manage
their time, both in preparation for the classroom and on a personal basis.

Week 4: Living on campus
The student will have developed an understanding of the myriad opportunities that come with living on campus
and exposure to the surrounding towns and villages.

Week 5: Safety and Security
With this introduction the student will have a greater appreciation for, interest in and understanding of their per-
sonal safety on campus.

Week 6: Issues that are specific to the international sector — immigration issues
The student will have a thorough knowledge of many and varied aspects of traveling as an international stu-
dent.
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Opportunities for Academic Success in Studies (OASIS) Program
Coordinator: Ms. Denise Kovach

The program is designed for first year students who do not meet the standard admission
criteria but whose secondary school records indicate potential for college success. Students are
admitted to the OASIS Program during the fall semester of each year. Support programming is
structured for the first year student. The required services include: peer tutorials; intensive
academic counseling; basic personal, career and financial aid counseling; and study skills
instruction. Students will sign an agreement that includes the expectations for program
participation. Their participation will be monitored by the Academic Center for Enrichment. For
students who are not participating in required parts of the OASIS program, attempts at
communication and intervention with the student will result, including contact with parents. If
those efforts are unsuccessful, the student will be withdrawn from all current courses,
suspended from campus for the remainder of the semester, and required to apply for
readmission to the University. Suspended students may be eligible for a partial refund; see the
Financial Information section of this Catalog for details. If an OASIS student achieves a
semester quality point average of 3.00 or above for the Fall Semester of his or her first year, the
student is no longer required to participate in the OASIS Program; at that point, the student may
choose not to participate in tutoring or counseling services. A student who subsequently
experiences academic uncertainty or difficulty is welcome to request further Academic Center
for Enrichment services.

Study Acceleration: Gaining Excellence (SAGE) Program
Director/Coordinator: Ms. Denise Kovach

The SAGE Program is designed for students who are experiencing academic difficulties.
All students on academic probation are required to participate in the program. Students in good
academic standing may also choose to participate in the program. The program provides the
student with a structured study environment for six hours weekly under the supervision of
University faculty and staff. In addition, services that include study skills seminars, peer
tutoring, academic counseling, and basic study skills assessment are available each semester.
While SAGE is not mandatory for part-time students, those students are encouraged to
participate. Students will sign an agreement that includes the expectations for program
participation. Their participation will be monitored by the Academic Center for Enrichment. For
students who are not attending required SAGE sessions, attempts at communication and
intervention with the student result, including contact with parents. If those efforts are
unsuccessful, the student will be withdrawn from all current courses, suspended from campus
for the remainder of the semester, and required to apply for readmission to the University.
Suspended students may be eligible for a partial refund; see the Financial Information section of
this Catalog for details.

Support Services for Students with Disabilities
Director: Ms. Denise Kovach

A student desiring accommodations for his/her disability must provide adequate
documentation regarding the disability and meet with an ACE counselor each semester.
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Testing Genter
Tutor Coordinator/Academic Support Specialist: Ms. Shannon Klein
The Academic Center for Enrichment has information available for the following national
standardized tests:
e College-Level Examination Program (CLEP)
e Graduate Record Examination (GRE)
o Law School Admission Test (LSAT)
e Professional Assessments for Beginning Teachers (PRAXIS)
*Administered at Saint Francis by ACE.

Tutorial Services
Tutor Coordinator/Academic Support Specialist: Ms. Shannon Klein

Tutoring services are available to all Saint Francis University students. Tutorial sessions
are set up on either an individual or group basis, depending on the number of tutors available
and the number of students requesting tutorial assistance.

Students may also apply for a position as a Peer Tutor. To be selected as a Academic
Center for Enrichment Peer Tutor, one must meet the following qualifications:

— at least sophomore status.

— personal qualities and communication skills necessary for effective interaction with

students.
— superior academic standing at the University.
— superior performance in prescribed courses to be tutored.

Writing Center
Ms. Heather Daniels

The Writing Center is located in Saint Francis Hall, and provides instruction and practice in
writing and grammar skills. The goal of the Writing Center is to help students become self-
directed, independent writers. Therefore, the Writing Center tutors do not rewrite students’
assignments.

Students can obtain specific information regarding the hours of the Center by contacting
the Writing Center at ext. 3054.

Academic Counseling for Intercollegiate Athletics
Director/Counselor: Craig Theissen

In cooperation with the Academic Center for Enrichment, the Athletics Department at Saint
Francis University provides a comprehensive Student-athlete Development Program and NCAA
Life Skills Program. Al first-year student-athletes begin their road to success with supervised
study, academic monitoring, free tutorial services, and a Life Skills program committed to
helping student-athletes focus on academic excellence, athletic excellence, personal
development, career development, and community service. These programs are available to
student-athletes throughout their years at Saint Francis University. Student-athletes may also
receive individual or group counseling that provides strategic intervention for specific concerns
such as: time management, goal setting, precompetition or test anxiety, mental preparation,
and moral development.
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Office of Multicultural Affairs

The Saint Francis University Office of Multicultural Affairs is designed to promote cultural
awareness and understanding on campus and it surrounding communities. The office provides
leadership to the university in its endeavor to create a campus characterized by equal access
and respected participation for all groups and individuals, where diversity is not simply tolerated
but valued. The Center for Multicultural Affairs is located in Ave Maria Hall and serves as a
place to meet, to coordinate and facilitate activities that celebrate diversity, and to enhance the
development of a multicultural community.

The Office of Multicultural Affairs assists students in their educational, cultural and
developmental growth in order to promote the students’ overall success. The community’s
understanding of the university’s diversity initiatives comes from a variety of sources and
messages, including informal dialog among students, faculty, staff and administrators as well
as through the public media. In addition, formal co-curricular opportunities further dialogue in
the classroom, offices, residence halls, dining hall and student center on campus.

The Office of Multicultural Affairs creates an inclusive environment by furthering the
campus’ multicultural dialog and by giving a voice to students of color as they embrace the
Saint Francis University community and share a rich tradition of cultures and values which
provides a positive affect on life at Saint Francis.

The Office of Multicultural Affairs embodies the mission of the University and is committed to:
e Academic/Social/Personal Development
e Cultural Development
e Programs and Workshops

which are achieved by:

e  Academic/Social/Personal Development
Peer Mentors who facilitate the needs of minority students as they relate fo
academic, social and personal adjustments.

e  Cultural Development
The Multicultural Awareness Society (MAS), a student organization serves as the
voice of the minority students, and is an inclusive organization which strives to
increase multicultural awareness and celebrates cultural diversity.

e  Programs and Workshops
The Office, along with members of MAS, present programs, lead workshops, and
facilitate discussions on topics such as diversity, prejudice, racism, sexism, and
community building.

For additional information or questions, please contact: Lynne Banks, Assistant to The Vice
President for Student Development, x3002, Ibanks@francis.edu.



229

Upward Bound
Director: Ms. Anne Heinzeroth

A federal TRIO Program funded through the U.S. Department of Education, the Upward
Bound Program at Saint Francis University has prepared over 2,000 disadvantaged high school
students for the rigors of postsecondary education since 1966. Provided at no cost to
participants, the program offers a wide variety of academic, career, cultural and social
development activities for 85 high school students from Blair and Cambria Counties. Each
participant must come from a low income family and/or be a potential first generation college
student. In addition, students must attend a high school in the target area, be enrolled in the
academic curriculum and have a minimum academic G.P.A. of 77%. From September through
May the students participate in Saturday follow-ups held on campus and tutorials held after
school in their communities. Additional academic year activities include college visits, SAT
cram sessions, and college fairs. During a six week residential summer program students
attend five academic classes each day and participate in a wide variety of cultural and
recreational activities. Each summer Upward Bound Bridge students take Saint Francis
University courses for credit. The program is housed in Schwab Hall.

Military Science/Army ROTC

The Military Science Program enables a student to be commissioned as a Second
Lieutenant in the United States Army after successful completion of the program and attainment
of the baccalaureate degree. Reserve Officers’ Training Corps activities stimulate self-discipline,
develop responsibility, promote personal integrity, enhance the value of a liberal arts education,
and develop leadership qualities. Coursework consists of one course each semester and a
summer camp between sophomore and junior, or junior and senior, years. No formal
commitment is necessary until after the sophomore year, and all credits are accepted toward
graduation. For further information, contact the Department of Military Science.





